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LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES. 





No. 40. An act making appropriations for building 
light-houses, light-boats, beacon-lights, bnoys, and 
dolphins, for the year one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty-seven. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Re- 


presentatives of the United Statestof America in Con- | 


gress assembled, That the following appropriations 
be, and the same are hereby, made and directed to be 
paid out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, to enable the Secretary of the Treasury 
to provide, by contract, for building light-houses, 
beacon-lights, and for other purposes hereinafter 
mentioned. 
STATE OF MAINE. 


For a light-house to be erected on a proper site on 


Mark island, in Harpswell sound, five thousand dol- | 


lars; for a light-house to be erected on a proper site 
on Mount Desert island, at the entrance of French- 


man’s bay, five thousand dollars; for a light-house | 


on Rain island, at the mouth of Damariscotta river, 
five thousand dollars; for a fog-bell, on Seguin 
island, at the entrance of Kennebec river. fifteen 
hundred dollars; for placing buoys on West Quaddy 
bay, and for substituting for the present fog-bell, at 
the entrance of said passage, a cast-stee] triangular 
bell, or a bell of the usual form, but increased weight, 
one thousand five hundred dollars; for a light-house 
to be erected on a proper site at Spoon isle, in Pe- 
nobscot bay, five thousand dollars; for a light-house 


to be ereeted, on Saddleback ledge, in Penobscot bay, | 


five thousand dollars; for a light house to be erected 
on Eagle Island point, in Penobscot bay, five thou- 
sand dollars; for a light-house to be erected at the 
mouth of Pleasant river, five thousand dollars; for 
placing monuments on Fort Point ledge, Adams’s 
ledge, and Buck’s ledge, in Penobscot river, three 
thousand dollars; for erecting a beacon-light on 
Half-tide ledge, and two buoys about a mile anda 
half from the town of Sullivan, in the county of Han- 
cock, three thousand dollars; for the erection of a 
light-house on York nubble, in the county of York, 
five thousand dollars; fora monument on Porters- 
field’s ledge, lying between Owlshead and Goose 
River point, and a spindle on another ledge lying 
near the Portersfield ledge, two thousand six hun- 
dred dollars . 


STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE. 





| 

harbor, two thousand dollars; for two small beacon- 
lights on the north side of Nantucket island, five 
hundred dollars. For placing a spindle in the har- 
bor of Edgartown, and buoys, two hundred dollars ; 
for erecting a light-house at Wing’s neck, five thou- 
sand dollars; for buoys in the harbor of Mattapoisett, 
one hundred dollars; for buoys on Bay rock, the 
ledge on the shoal on the west side of Taunton river, 
opposite Fall river, six hundred dollars; for buoys 
ata place called Egypt, in Taunton river, one hun- 
dred dollars; for a beacon on Muscle-bed, and a 
beacon on Oyster-bed point, in Mount Hope bay, 
five thousand dollars; fur a light-house on Mayo 
beach, in Wellfleet bay, one thousand dollars; fora 
_buoy at Deep-hole Rock, near Oyster island, on the 
south side of Barnstable, three hundred dollars. 

STATE OF CONNECTICUT. 

For rebuilding a light-house, on a proper site, on 
Lynde point, at the mouth of Connecticut river, 
five thousand dollars; for placing buoys on Black 

Boy reef, Barney’s reef, Stony Point reef, and 
Wheeler’s rock, in the harbor of Killingworth, three 
hundred dollars; for a beacon already commenced on 
Round island, on Saybrook bar, fifteen hundred dol- 
lars, nine hundred dollars to meet the expenses of 
the work as far as executed, the alance to complete 
and secure the same ; fur placing buoys on the rocks 
in the harbor of Greenwich, three hundred dollars ; 
for placing buoys in Mystic harbor, one hundred dol- 
lars; for a sea-wall to preserve the light-house and 
‘other buildings on Fairweather island, near Black 
Rock harbor, five thousand dollers. 

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND. 

For a light-house on Papoose Squaw point, a place 
near to, but below, the port of Bristol, five thousand 
‘dollars; for placing a buoy und beacon on South 
White rock, and a buoy on Charles rock, near the 
|harbor of Wickford, one hundred dollars; for re- 


‘building and changing the location of the light on 
| Block island, five thousand dollars; for eight dol- 


phins and two buoys, northward of Field’s point, in 
Providence river, one thousand dollars. 
STATE OF NEW YORK. 

For a light-house on a proper site on Cumberland 
head, Lake Champlain, five thousand dollars; for the 
erection of a light-house on a proper site at Split 
Rock point, Lake Champlain, five thousand dollars ; 
for a revolving, or double light, upon the south side 
of Execution Rocks, opposite Sand’s point in Long 





For the erection of a pier on the east side of| [sland sound, five thousand dollars; fora light-house 
Whaleback light-house, to secure it from the force of} at Big Sandy creek on Lake Ontario, county of Jef- 


the waves, three thousand dollars ; for placing buoys 
at the entrance of Spruce creek, on the eastern edge 
of ** Sunken rocks,” and at the east side of Amazeen 
island, five hundred dollars; for placing buoys on 
“‘ Cod rocke,”’ near Fort point, four hundred dollars. 
STATE OF MASSACHUSETTS, 

For two smal! light-houses, should two be neces- 
sary, on proper sites, at or near Ipswich harbor, 
seven thousand dollars; for a light-house to be erect- 
ed on a proper site at or near Ned’s point, contiguous 
to the village of Mattapoisett, five thousand dollars ; 
for three small light-houses on Nanset beach, Cape 
Cod, fifteen feet high, ten thousand dollars; for the 
erection of buoys upon the rocks and ledges at the 
entrance of the harbors of Lynn, Salem, Beverly, 
Marblehead, and Manchester, two thousand five 
hundred dollars; for placing buoys on Aldridge 
ledge, False spit, Hunt’s ledge, Hospital Island ledge, 
Sculpion ledge, Governor’s Island point, and Little 
Farm bar, in Boston harbor, five bundred dollars ; 
for erecting a beacon at the mouth of New Bedford 


|ferson, five thousand dollars; for a light-house on 
beg point, in the town of Henderson, in the county 
‘of Jefferson, three thousand dollars; for Luoying 
,out Gedney’s channel, three thousand dollars; fora 
| beacon-light at Silver Creek harbor, on Lake Erie, 
four thousand five hundred dollars; fur a light-house 
on Flynn’s Knoll, near Sandy Hook, two hundred 
thousand dollars; to be built under the direction of 
the Engineer Department; fora light-boat off Sandy 
Hook, twenty-five thousand dollars; for placing a 
beacon on Romer’s shoal, near Sandy Hook, fifteen 
\thousand dollars; for the erection of a light-house at 
Esopus Meadows, on the west shore of the Hudson 
river, three thousand dollars; for placing a buoy on 
the wreck ofa vessel sunk at Tappan bay, one hun- 
dred doilars; for a light-house on Cedar isiand, Sag 
Harbor, one thousand dollars; for placing buoys in 
Sag harbor, two hundred dollars; for erecting a 
light-house at Rondout creek, on the Hudson river, 
five thousand dollars; for erecting a beacon-light at 
Dunkirk harbor, two thousand seven hundred dol- 











< espenge 


Pee tee 


15 dc PORE NGS SD 


nie 2 ea 


Pate” va oe args 


gil, i! 


ss og es 


ae 








en ya eas 


Sage seg 





aa cs 


cep Salads 


162 





ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE. 








CSS ST 


Jars ; for erecting a beacon-light Van at Buren harbor,|tion of a ligt-house on the north end of Jekyl 
two thousand seven hundred dollars; for a floating 


light, to be stationed on or near the Middle Ground, 


so called, in Long Island Sound, nearly abreast | 
Straitford point, ten thousand dollars; for a light- | 


house on Robin’s reef, in the harbor of New York, 


River harbor, three thousand dollars. 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY. 


For a light-house at the mouth of Cohansey creek, | 
| dollars. 


five thousand dollars; for the erection of a light- 
house at ur near Egg island, near the entrance of 
Maurice river, five thousand dollars; for erecting a 
light-house near Absecum inlet, on the sea-coast, in 
the State of New Jersey, to be so constructed as to 
be distinguished from the other lights on the coast, 
five thousand dollars. 
STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

For completing the beacon-light at the end of the 

pier which forms the entrance into the harbor of Erie, 





on Lake Erie, six hundred and seventy-four dollars. 
STATE OF DELAWARE. 

For a light-house on the lower or southern end of | 
Reedy island, in the Delaware bay, ten thousand dol- 
Jars; for the erection of a light-honse on the Brandy- 
wine shoal, in the Delaware bay, in addition to the 
sum already appropriated, fifteen thousand dollars, 
agreeably to the plan and estimate made by Hartman 
Bache, of the engineers corps ; for mooring Duoys in 
the harbor of the Delaware brakewater, two thousand 
dollars. 

- STATE OF MARYLAND. 

For a light-house on a proper site on Sharp’s island, 
in the Chesapeake bay, five thousand dollars; for 
placing buoys on the rivers Nanticoke, Manokin, 
Annamessex, Pocamoke, and Wicomico, Hooper’s 
and Cajey’s straits, and Tangier and Pocamoke 
sounds, the sum of two thousand five hundred dol- 
lars, in addition to a former appropriation ; for erect- 
ing a light-house at Love Point, in addition to the 
sum heretofore appropriated, one thousand dollars. 


STATE OF VIRGINIA. 

For the erection of a light-house on the south end 
of Hog island, on the Atlantic coast, five thousand 
dollars; for a light-boat on York River spit, ora 
light-house, ten thousand dollars. For removing the 
light-house on Old Point Comfort into Fortress Mon- 
roe, six thousand dollars; fora light-house in the 
Chesapeake, eight thousand dollars ; for a light-lhouse 
at Day’s point, on James river, five thousand dol- 
lars; for a light-house, in the Potomac river, be- 
tween Mathias point, in Virginia, and Marylanad 
point, in the State of Maryland: Provided, On in- 
quiry, the Secretary of the Treasury shall deem such 
light necessary to the safe and uninterrupted navi- 
gation of that section of the river Potomac, ten thou- 
sand dollars; for a new light-boat in the Chesapeake 
hay, eight thousand dollars; for a light-house at the 
mouth of Potomac creek, five thousand dollars. 


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA. 

For a light-house off Powell’s point, Albemarle 
sound, five thousani dollars; for reubilding a light- 
house at Federal point, five thousand dollars; for a 
light-house on Pea island, near New inlet, five thou- 
sand dollars ; for building a new light-boat at Long 
Shoal, in Pamlico sound, ten thousand dollars. 


STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA. . 

For a light-house cr light-boat in the inlets of 
Saint Helena and Port Royal, twenty thousand dol- 
lars; for the construction of five beacon-lights in 
Charleston harbor, six thousand dollars, in addition 
to the appropriation of the last session ; the location 
of said lights to be changed, if deemed expedient by 
the Secretary of the Treasury. 

STATE OF GEORGIA. 

For a light-house on the north end of Little Cum- 

berland island, eight thousand dollars; for the erec- 





SES 


——— 


islind, eight thousand dollars; for the placing of 
buoys, and beacons, to render the entrance to the 
harbor of Brunswick secure and easy at all times, 
ten thousand dollars; for a light-house on Sapzlo 


‘island, and for placing buoys and beacons at Doboy 
fifty thousand dollars; for a light-house at Salmon | 


bar, and Sapewlo bar, for the purpose of rendering 
safe and secure an entrance at all times to the city of 
Darien, five thousand dollars; for a floating-light, to 
be anchored within Martin’s Industry, ten thousand 


STATE OF ALABAMA. 

For placing buoys in the harbor of Mobile, six 
hundred dollars; for the erection of a light-house on 
Sand island, opposite Mobile point, ten thousand dol- 
lars. 

STATE OF OHIO, 

For a light-house on Turtle island, at the entrance 
of Maumee bay, in Lake Erie, eight thousand dollars 5 
fora beacon-light on a proper site near the entrance of 
the harbor of Sandusky bay, two thousand five hun- 
dred dollars; for a becon-light at or near Manhattan, 
three thousand dollars ; for additional buoys to mark 
the channel at the mouth of the Miami of Lake Erie, 
and across Maumee bay, two hundred dollars; fora 
light-house on the south side of Cunningham island, 
in Lake Erie, three thousand dollars. 


STATE OF INDIANA. 
For a light-honse at City West harbor, five thou- 
sand dollars; to complete the light-house at Michi- 
gan City, three thousand dollars. 


STATE OF LOUISIANA. 

For a beacon-light at or near the southwest pass 
of Vermillion bay, five thousand dollars; for erect- 
ing a light-house at the pass between Lake Pont- 
chartrain and Lake Maurepas, six thousand dollars ; 
for erecting a light-house, and a house for the keep- 
er, on Saint Joseph’s island, in Lake Borgne, twelve 
thousand dollars; for placing two buoys at Dolphin 
island pass, two buoys at Pass Marianne, two buoys 
at Pass Christian, and two buoys at Heron Pass, fif- 
teen hundred dollars; for beacons and light-houses 
at the entrance of the harbor recently constructed 
on Lake Pontchartrain, at the canal above New Or- 
leans, twenty-five thousand dollars; for erecting a 
light-house on Lake Pontchartrain, at the mouth of 
the Bayou Saint John, ten thousand dollars ; for bea- 
cons and light-houses at Port Pontchartrain, in ad- 
dition to the sum heretofore appropriated, twenty 
thousand dollars. 

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI. 

For the erection of a light-house at the mouth of 
Pearl river, in addition to the sum heretofore appro- 
priated, five thousand dollars. 

STATE OF MICHIGAN. 

For a light-house on a proper site at the mouth of 
Grand river, five thousand dollars ; for a light-house 
at.a proper site at the mouth of Detroit river, five 
thousand dollars; for a light-house on Windmill 
island, at the outlet of Lake St. Clair, five thousand 
dollars ; for erecting a Jight-house at the mouth of 
Saginaw river, five thousand dollars; for erecting a 
light-house at Wagooshance, or Fox point, on the 
Straits of Michilimackinac, five thousand dollars; 
for erecting a light-house at the mouth of Kalamazoo 
river, five thousand dollars. 


TERRITORY OF FLORIDA. 


For a light-house on the most suitable site at or 
near the east entrance from the Gulf of Mexico into 
Appalachicola bay, to be selected by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, ten thousand dollars; for a light- 
house at the entrance of Saint Joseph’s bay, ten 
thousand dollars; for three buoys at the mouth of 
Saint John’s river, one thousand dollars; for bouys 
to mark the channel from the eastern pass into Ap- 
palachicola bay to the town of Appalachicola, one 
thousand dollars; for a light-beat to be stationed at 
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the norihwest passage, twelve miles from Key West, 
ten thousand dollars ; for buoys at the northwest pas- 
sage and harbor of Key West, eight hundred dollers; 
for a light-house on the north point of Amelia island, 
eight thousand dollars ; for rebuilding and changing 
the location of the light-house at Mosquito inlet, 
seven thousand dollars; for placing buoys on a rock 
in the outer harbor of Key West, five hundred dol- 
Jara; for securing the foundation of the light-house 
on Sand Key, and for the attendance of a boat pro- 
cured by the late keeper, one thousand six hundred 
and twenty dollars; for rebuilding the light-house at 
Cape Florida, ten thousand dollars; for a light-house 
on Carreyforce reef, on the southeastern extremity of 
the coast of Florida twenty thousand dollars. 


TERRITORY OF WISCONSIN. 

For erecting a light-house at the mouth of Mil- 
waukee river, five thousand dollars; for erecting a 
light-house at the mouth of the Manitowac river, 
five thousand dollars; for a_light-house at Chippewa- 
gan, five thousand dollars ; for erecting a light-house 
at the entrance of Green bay, five thousand dollars ; 
for erecting a light-house at Root river, five thous- 
and dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That before any 
of the improvements aforesaid are commenced, the 
Board of Navy Commissioners shall cause an exam- 








ination to be made, for the purpuse of ascertaining 
whether the safety of navigation requires any addi- | 
tional facilities, and if so, what is most suitable for | 


each place needing such additional facilities, and | 
thereupon to report their opinion in regard to all such | 
places as speedily as may be, to the Secretary of the| 
Treasury, whe shall proceed with the works so re- | 
commended. But if the said board, after causing | 
such examination to be made, shall be of opinion | 
that if any of said improvements are not needed to 
facilitate the navigation, or that the navigation is so 
inconsiderable as not to justify the proposed works, | 
or that the same are inexpedient from any cause, no| 
further proceeding sha!l be had, and their opinians| 
with the facts shall be reported tu Congress. | 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby author- 
ized to adopt the improvements in lamps and lanterns 
of light-houses, and the mode of warming the same, 
invented by Isaac Dunham, if, in his opinion, after 
due examination, and trial thereof, (if necessary,) 
said improvements shnl] be deemed of utility in res- 
pect to the saving of expense, in repairs and support, 
or in respect to improving the lights: Provided the 
right to adopt said improvements in the light-houses 
and light-boats of the United States can be obtained 
on terms which the Secretary shall deem reasonable. 

Approved, March 3, 1537. 





SEMINOLE CAMPAIGN, 





LETTER OF GENERALE. P. GAINES TO THE 
ADJUTANT GENERAL. 

HeAp QuARTERS, WesTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Camp Sabine, 4th July, 1836. 
Sir: I received on the 25th, at Pensacola, on my 
way to this place, your letter of the 10th of March. 
I have delayed replying until now, from a firm 
conviction that my letters of the 15th and 25th of 
January, and 6th of February, to you, with those of 
the 2d, 22d, 28th and 29th of February, and 3d of 
March, to Gen. Clinch, with my orders and special 
orders of the 18th of January to the Sth of March, 
1836, inclusive, reported to you by my Acting As- 
sistant Adjutant General, for the information of the 
proper autherities, would fully exculpate ine from| 
the imputation of General Scott, that I had “ interfer- 
ed with his command” or “ disturbed his plan of ope- 
rations,” &c. &c.—more especially as the complain- 





ant’s accusations were not deemed to be of sufficient 


importance for me to be furnished with acopy. But 
having recently seen the attacks made on me through 
the newspaper called the * Globe.” and some other 
papers of equal respectability, and of all political 
parties, since the brst of April last, purporting 
to be from the pen of tha: officer, or from his dicta- 
tion or sanction, aided by the Quartermaster Gene- 
ral, a franking bureau officer of the War Depart 
ment—these insidious publications assure me that I 
am again wantonly assailed. “hese combined at- 
tacks suggest to me the propriety of making, for the 
information of the proper authorities, the remarks 
and explanations which follow,—and which I deem 
neccessary and proper in vindication of my conduct, 
iny movements and measures in connexion with the 
War in East Florida, between the 15th of January 
and 9th of March last.—A task which I was more 
than willing to abstain from or leave to others; as I 
could not consistently with my own self respect, and 


justice to my command, repel the calumnious accu- 


sation without calling in question the opinions of 
high public functionaries, whose judgment and pa- 
triotism I had long’ and sincerely respected,—nor 
without seeming disposed to join in an acrimonious 
controversy, Which nothing short of an order from 
the President, or the absolute necessity of self-de- 
fence, could prompt me to do. 

The order No. 7, of the present year, requiring 
General Scott to repair to the left wing of my depart- 
ment, was never seen by me until my arrival at Fort 
King, the 22d of February. I state this fact simply 
because itis a fact hitherto, I apprehend, unknown 
at your oftice,—but it is a fact to which I attach little 
or no importance. Had I received this order at Pen- 


|sacola, | should have viewed it as a measure of the 


Secretary of War, taken without a full knowledge of 
the progress of the war upon that frontier, and of the 
circumstances which had rendered my movement to 
I lorida proper ; and that, therefore, my movement 
thither ought to continue until I should feel assured 
that the President was apprised of all the material 
facts bearing upon the subject; and more especially 
until the officer authorized to enter upon that paft of 
my command assigned to him, and which formed the 
principal theatre of the war, should make his appear- 
ance in person upon that theatre of the war—unless, 
indeed, my attention bad been called to other, and 
apparently more important military operations, also 
in actual war, than those which called me to East 
Florida. 

This view of the subject is based upon an essen- 
tial principal of military law, derived from the laws 
of nature, and incorporated in our inatitutions; a 
principle sustained by the ablest writers of all en- 
lightened nations, to whose works I have had access ; 
a principle, without the strict observance of which 
no nation, whose geographical limits exceed twenty 
niles square, could be succesefully defended; a 
principle deeply interwoven with the highest attri- 
butes of sovereignty and of self-gevernment—vame- 
ly, self-defence and self-preservation as a nation ora 
State; or, in other words, PROTECTION—IMMEDI- 
ATE, INSTANTANEOUS PROTECTION to the expos: 
ec feeble members of the community from savage 
war. Yes. sir, immediate, instantaneous protection 
by the military officer entrusted with the command 
of the particular section of the country threatened 
with savage attack—until relieved before the enemy 
by the new commander. 

Let us look into a few of the principal features of 
the case in question, and see what would probably 
have been the effect of a contrary rule of conduct 
on my part: In command of the Western Depart- 
ment, I had met at New Orleans intelligence of a 
great and unlooked for disaster having occurred upon 
the left wing of my Department far distant from 
the seat of the Federal Government, from whence 
alone could I hope to receive new orders, or special 
instructions more applicable to the case in all its 
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bearings than the orders of the President embraced 
in my commission to serve the United States dili- | 
gently asa General Otficer, with the orders which 
he had given me TOCOMMAND THE WESTERN DeE- 
PARTMENT—ab important white settlement within 
my department was reported to be OVERRUN, SACK- 
ED, and BURNT: a Mr. S. agent of Indian affairs, 
and eight valuable officers, and ninety-eight faithful 
soldiers, with many worthy frontier citizens, killed, 
and their property stolen or destroyed, and I was 
aware that most of the neighboring military posts, 
namely: Forts Brooke, King, Drane, and Key 
West, all within my military department, were with- 
out any other works of defence than such as an effi- 
cient force of 500 men might have taken and de- 
stroyed in a few hours with little loss or risk on 
their part; the garrisons of two of those posts (Fort | 
King and Key West) being insufficient for their 
defence. 1 was moreover apprized that there were 
but about 600 troops of the regular army at that 
time in Florida, and that those were separated by a 
wilderness supposed to be occupied by the enemy, 
comprehending near twenty thousand square miles, | 
extending nearly 250 miles from north south, and | 
from 120 to 40 miles from east to west, with our 600 | 
regulars stationed at the opposite angles and sides of | 
this extensive wilderness, without disposable force | 
sufficient to ensure a concentration at any one im- 
portant vulnerable point from one side of the wil- 
derness in question to the other, without the most | 
imminent danger of having such force destroyed in! 
its movements to the point of concentration. The) 
destruction of the brave, but unfortunate Major Dade, | 
with his heroic officers and men, affords an impres- | 
sive lesson upon this view of the subject, which no 
prudent American soldier or citizen should ever lose 
sight of. Under these circumstances, what was the 
duty of the commander of the Western Department ? 
What, I ask, was the proper course for me to pursue ? | 
These questions may be most readily answered by 
asking another—What had I promised upon my oath | 
todo? [ had promised upon my oath, prescribed by 
law, ‘‘ To bear true faith and allegiance to the Uni- 
ted States of America, an to serve them honestly and 
faithfully against their enemies or opposers whomso- 
ever, and to observe and obey the orders of the Pre- 
sident of the United States, and the orders of the 
officers appointed over me, according to the rules 
and articles of war.” 

I had with me my sword and my commission, 
with the orders of the President of the United States 
to “‘command” this department. Now, it is well 
known, that for me to command a military depart- 
ment, or any particular section of country upon the 
frontier, great or small, is, in a plain military sense, 
so to order and employ the men and means confided 
to my direction as to protect our own people of the 
United States upon that section of frontier ‘* against | 
their enemies or opposers whomsoever,” as set forth | 
in the aforementioned oath: and if it be in time of | 
war, to continue so to command until duly relieved | 
by the new commander, in his own proper person : | 
and on the theatre of the war. 

In failing to comply with this sacred injunction, I | 
well knew that I might thereby have suffered the | 
enemy to kill great numbers of the citizens and | 
troops, in addition to those already slain, within the | 
limits of my command, and burn their houses, and 
take their property. It was my bounden duty, there- 
fore, without waiting for new orders or special in- 
structions, to collect together any disposable force 
found within my department, which I might deem | 
sufficient to enable me promptly to strike at the en- 
emy, and, if possible, subdue them, or check their | 
devastations, until the President should have notice | 

| 
| 
| 


i 
| 








of them, and of my efforts to arrest them, and then 
give such new orders as-he might think fit. 
But it is contended, principally, indeed, by those | 
: 
who have proven themselves to be better qualified 


for the quiet vocation of a writing desk, than the 
turbulent scenes of an Indian war, that I ought to 
have abandoned the expedition at Pensacola, because 
I received, ov my arrival at that city, your letter no- 
tifying me, not that General Scott had actually ar- 
rived at the theatre of the warin Florida, but that 
he had been ordered thither by the Secretary of War. 
But little reflection is necessary to see the fallacy of 
this closet view of the subject: I had embarked pur- 
suant to my letter of the 2d February, addressed to 
General Clinch, or the officer commanding the for- 
ces assembling on the northeast border of East Flo- 
rida, with a view to co-operate with that officer in 
subduing the enemy : I had moreover given a pledge 
to the principal force then with me—the Louisiana 
volunteers—that I would not require them to go fur- 
ther than I would myself go, and that I would stand 
by them as long as they would stand by me in bring- 
ing the war to an honorable close. I had thus pro- 
mised on the 2d February, with a force of 700 men 
so to co-operate—this force had been fortunately in- 
creased before the embarkation was effected to near 
1100 men. With this very respectable force em- 
barked, and in its movement for Tampa Bay, and 
within two days’ march (by steam) of that place, I 
received at Pensacola the notification from you that 
General Scott had been ordered by the Secretary of 
War to that part of my command to which I was, 
under the above-mentioned circumstances, destined. 
But what assurances could | have had that he was 
there ? Did you notify me that he was at the post of 
honor assigned to him by the Secretary of War? or 
that such arrangements had been made as afforded rea- 
sonable ground to hope that General Scott would be 


| prepared soon to breast the storm of savage desola- 


tion, and protect from the scalping-knife and fire- 


_brand the helpless citizens of both sexes and of all 


ages in that region, who had looked to me as their 
protector? Did you tell me that Osceola and his 


_war chiefs had given to the President satisfactory 
assurance that they would suspend their massacres 
| and conflagrations until General Scott should com- 


plete his plan of operations, and be quite ready to 
subdue them? No such thing is found in your letter. 
Nor had I any reason from the previous northern or 
western wilderness movements of that officer to an- 
ticipate any thing like a prompt movement on his 
part into the wilds of Florida, longer than he should 
find himself and his forces and supplies propelled by 
steam power. 

The now well ascertained fact that General Scott 
confined his personal operations to the little interior 
and wnmenaced places called Picolata, Volusia, 
Black Creek, and Fort Drane, and the intervening 
country within the white settlements, occasionally 
ou board the “little steamboat the Essayons,” for 
near six weeks, viz: from the middle of February 
until the 25th March last, without any attempt on 
his part to search for the enemy, proves clearly, not 
that I should have abandoned my expedition at Pen- 
sacola, at Tampa Bay, at Fort King, or at the Ouith- 


| lacoochee, without subduing the enemy ; but that I 


should, if possible, have redoubled my efforts to 
accomplish this all important object sooner than 
{ did; and in place of leaving them under a pledge 
that hostilities on our part should cease, if, as they 
proposed, they would peaceably await the arrival of 


|General Scott, and would attend to the terms he 
_should be authorized by the President of the United 


States to offer them, (a pledge which appears to 


_ have been wholly disregarded by that officer,) I had 
taken them to Tampa Bay, completed with them a 


treaty, in accordance with my own understanding 
of what was due to them and to the United States— 
a measure which I am convinced I could have ac- 
complished, had [ not indulged in the fruitless expec- 
tation that General Scott would arrive soon after 
hearing | had found the enemy—and employ him- 
self in the performance of the diplomatic and other 
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duties assigned to him hy the Secretary of War, Ij force assembling at or near that post, for the defence 
have no doubt that I should, by such a movement, | of the national frontier. 
have relieved the Florida frontier forever from ali} Soon after the date of my letter of the 22d of Feb- 
further disturbance on the part of these Indians ;/rnary, I had seen at Fort King a letter from General 
and should have placed them in a position calculat- | Scott, in which he expressed a desire toknow where 
ed in time to change their inveterate hostility, des-| the principal force of the enemy could be found, 
peration, and distress, to peace and comfort, if not; That letter was addressed to General Clinch, and 
to a sense of respect and gratitude to our Govern-| dated at Picolata about the 17th or 18th of February. 
mentand country, for the humanity, care, and kind- | Not doubting the sincerity of General Scott’s wish 
ness extended to them on their having sued for) to learn where to find the enemy, I was truly grati- 
peace. Iam well assured that every officer, and | fied to have it in my powerto say that I would search 
every intelligent soldier of the Louisiana volunteers; for and endeavor to find their principal force, and 
y = I J 

and United States’ troops, then with me upon the| would report accordingly. My superior knowledge 
Ouithlacoochee, will concur in the opinion just now | of the country, and of the enemy, justified me in the 
expressed. hope and expectation that I should soon be able to 
. e e . ; ‘ To Lye %. nonce -+ 4 
From the foregoing views it may possibly be in- relieve General Scott's supposed anxiety upon this 
ferred that I may have been disposed to attach blame | Pint, for my movement by the way of the Alafia, 
to General Scott, for his readiness again and again to | and the battle-ground of the lamented Major Dade, 
solicit or accept a command which he might iinagine | where there was most reason to believe the enemy 
was calculated to awaken in my mind sentiments of would make their boldest stand (that having been 
personal ill-will towards him, such as he had some deemed to 7 the place of their “greatest good 
years past labored through many acrimonious pages |!0ck,” as the interpreters had termed it) having 
to produce; but which time, with that sort of reflec- | Preven that their principal force was not in that 
tion which naturally results from a rational use of Q¥@rter, I could not doubt but that [ should find 
time, had so mitigated as to induce me, on the re- them lower down on the Withlacoochee and I there- 
ceipt of your letter notifying me that he was order- fore determined to continue my search in that direc- 
ed into my department, so So fesen tnohle dissatis- | ion: that being in the direction of Fort Brooke, the 
fied with him, to resolve upon availing myself of the | O@ly certain point from which [ could replenish my 
occasion to co-operate with him, (though junior to supplies of subsistence and ammunition; the great 
me,) in a manner which I felt convinced, if he did | S“PpPly which should have been at Fort King, having 
his duty correctly, would be the means of enabling been withheld from that place, whether intention- 
us, at the proper theatre of action, to settle our dis- ally to embarrass my Operations, or from ignorance 
putes for ever—by our joint efforts to show which of | of the country with its wasted resources, or ignor- 
; ‘ance of their duty on the part of General Scott and 

us could do the enemy the most harm, and our coun- ;“ be Ss 
try the most good:—and thus, in the best possible | his Quartermaster General, [ am yet to learn. It is 
way of terminating personal enmities, restore be- | sufficient for me at present to affirm, that large sup- 

fae) aad . . 

ww one cn aa _| plies ought to have been, and might have been, depos- 

Cangas. 0 met Rapmony which & proper eons 45 pub lited at Fort King and at Fort Drane before the 22d 
lic duty should prompt every high-minded public |). e ‘ - 
functionary to extend to each other, so that ihe pub- ' February, and that I was unable to obtain at those 
lic service should suffer uo detriment from intempe- posts more than eight or nine days’ rations of subsist- 


>t . hl > 4 
rate controversies. I knew General Scott too well! very with anc —— “ a te alge e% 
to imagine he had ever solicited such a command, in|  o. OF eae eines. ee eae et th eet 
supply without leaving those posts with a short al- 


the swamps of a wilderness, and against an enemy | >") ; Pee: 
such as he had long held in contempt, and had long | oy —? ie ar ma apts Pye psi ~_ ps 
since ceased to cherish towards that officer any feel- | “© €XPpectation of other supplies being on the roa 
ing of hostility. 1 had triumphed in the controversy | M€@" them, and that my movement would contribute 
which he had forced upon me. I was gratified at| ' divert from them the attention of the enemy. M 
my triumph, not so much that General Scott was van-| plan of operations embraced in my letter of the 22d of 
quished, as that the law of the land was maintained | February, was, under all the circumstances of the 
: inviolate bv the part which I had taken | C2%¢ Becessary and proper, and it was also proper for 
rigs sgrere nh taningy I Pos peel tole 4 —— me to address my letters intended for General Scott, 
that I have any claim to that peculiar talent of which + nett Cees en ws Fr Rpt Fir ee ee 
some of my reckless enemies may boast—the talent| 7~ te : 
. a te a canaa | Within my department, or the officer commanding the 
OFF SOE HA wares Bapent Ne Netter cauet,."-~ troops assembling at Fort Drane where General 
it tas 5 hone he. Sow Ot The Mad te susiain. me. Scott was expected to arrive in the course of a few 
Hy = ~ 7 a Ha ° 5 p, > arr B ‘se 
a Be arnese yy whrsge bog ores See davs: where, indeed, he ought to have been before 
es ae om of Ba Mina law: | ti tag ee the middle of February. General Clinch, who per- 
P eon ty va | fectly understood his duty, lost no time in forward- 
but prove myself to have been in the right, and that 


. : ing my letters, or copies of them, to General Scott 
a osed to me are in the wrong. Rao ; ’ 
H avhe are eppos & at Picolata, who in place ofa prompt response, meet- 


It will be seen, by referring to my letter of the 22d | ing, in the spirit in which it was offered, my proposi- 
February, that I expressed my purpose cordially to| tion cordially to co-operate with him in bringing the 
co-operate with General’ Clinch, or the officer com-| war to a speedy termination, indulged himself in 
manding the forces then assembiing in the northeast | unwarranted animadversions, imputing to me the 
border of East Florida, or at Fort Drane. (I have| worst of motives for my movement, and wasting in 
no copy of my letter near me, and write now from| unavailing murmurs that precious moment for action 
my recollection of its contents, in which, I aim sure | by co-operation with me as I proposed, or, if he pre- 
I am substantially correct.) [also expressed in that | ferred it, by taking the field and there relieving me: 
letter my hope that our joint efforts might tend speed- | he appears to have chosen rather to occupy himself 
ily to terminate the war. This sentiment had been | in writing accusations against me, and endeavoring 
often expressed by me to my staff, and to the field} to convince the President of the United States that, 
officers of my command. True it is that my letters| in my letter of the 22d of February above referred 
of the 22d, 28th, and 29th of February, and 3d of| to, I have been guilty of some crimi.sal interference 
March, were all addressed to General Clinch, or the} with his (General Scott’s) authority, as stated in 
officer commanding at Fort Drane. They were, how-|in your letter of the 10th March, and more fully 
ever, properly, so addressed, and they were obvi-|stated in the publications dated at Picolata, Black 
ously intended for the information and government| Creek, Fort Drane, and more recently at other 
of any officer at Fort Drane, in command of the! places, purporting te be from General Scott and other 
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officers of the army, all referring to ‘the plan of 
operations” and opiniuns of General Scott, but so art- 
fully mixed up with plausible fiction and reckless 
calutnuy,slighbUly tempered with a few grains of truth, 
as to render it impossible to determine the source 
whence the mass of matter originated, or to discrim- 
inate between the official, the semi-official, aad hire- 
ling slanders contained in this mass of matter. | 
would not, willingly, in an official communication 
to your office, to be submitted to the President of the 
United States, take any notice of any thing contain- 
ed in those publications that is not strictly official. 
If lerr in my attemptto discriminate in this particu- 
lar, I will thank you to enable me to rectify myself, 
by favoring me with all the official statements refer- 
ring to my conduct in relation to the war in Florida. 

I deem it to be essential to my vindication to show 
to all who may have entertained a donbt, as I trust I 
have already shown to the satisfaction of every man 
of military mind, who have heard me, or seen my 
vindication, the correctness of my conduct, upon 
the following points: 

1. That the proper time and place for me to have 
Suspended my movement, and for Generai Scott to 
have entered upon the command assigned to him in 
my department was, when he should appear in per- 
son near me, atthe known theatre of war, and no 
where else while the war continued. 

2. That until he thus made his personal appearance 
near me, at the theatre of the war, he had no right 
whatever to assume the control of a soldier, a public 
horse, or a public ration within the limits of my de- 
partment. 

Thatit was my bounden duty to retain the control 
of every soldier, every ration, and every other spe- 
cies of public property, necessary to the succes of 
my Operations against the enemy, connected with 
the command of the Western department, and, above 
all, to retain and exercise the command, honestly 
and faithfully, on the part of the United States, 
*‘against their enemies or opposers Whomsoever ;”’ 
‘sand (in the language of the 62d article of war) 
give orders for what is need/lul to the service unless 
otherwise specially directed by the President of the 
United States, according to the nature of the case”’— 
and the President bad never specially directed it to 
be otherwise. ‘The Adjutant General’s notification 
of orders given through him by the Secretary of 
War was insufficient. ‘This was, to say the least, a 
loose way of carrying into effect a solemn provision 
of law, embracing a subject of great delicacy and 


importance to the service. (See the 62d article of 
War.) When the law expressly forbids a change of 


command, as in this article of war, without the spe- 
cial direction of the President, it is obvious that the 
spirit of the law cannot be fulfilled without the di- 
rection is given by the President, or in his name, 
by a person known to be authorized to communicate 
the orders or directions of the President. The Ad- 
jutant General wrote by order of the Secretary of 
War: nevertheless, if the President himself had 
given the order that General Scott should enter upon 
the duties of the command against the Indians in the 
Western department, whilst 1 was in the field, I con 
tend that neither myself, nor any other officer en- 
gaged as I wasin the immediate protection of the 
frontier, in the pursuit of the enemy, or in action, 
holding the enemy in check, could, with any propri- 
ety, or without a crime, abandon the command 
merely on receipt of the order, and before the auri- 
val at the place of pursuit, or of action, of the new 
commander—unless specially directed by the Presi- 
dent so to abandon the command! a direction such 
as I venture to affirm has never been given in any 
civilized nation, whose military history is known in 
this country. 

The theatre of the war was the proper place, the 
only proper place, for General Scott to enter upon, 
and for me to abandon, the command assigned to him 
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at any time before the enemy was subdued. But 
that officer did not choose to make his personal ap- 
pearance at the Withlacoochee, though cordially 
and repeatedly invited by me, and challenged by the 
reiterated reports of my cannon, and by the war- 
whoop and rifle of the Indians (as announced to bim 
by General Clinch) to partake of the professional 
bankquet which was regularly spread before me 
every day fiom the 27th February to the 5th of 
March, inclusive. I did not choose to urge or 
entreat him to come, because I have never desired 
to see au officer or soldier near me in action who 
did not come cheerfully and promptly, er who was 
habitually vexing himself in fastidious scruples about 
his rank—and because | had reason to apprehend 
from the tardiness of his movement that a disease 
which General Scott contracted towards me in Au- 
gust, 1814, had not been completely cured. It was 
probably that sickness of the spleen which the best 
doctors say *‘ finds ease only in the misery of 
others,” a sickness which a rapid march to the With- 
lacoochee, with the animating scenes, the martial 
inusic, pure air, and simple food of such a region of 
the wilderness, has never, to my knowledge, failed 
to improve the health of troops afflicted with disease 
of any kind, including cholera. That General Scott 
was retarded in his movements to the Withlacoochee 
by some secret griefs, I could not doubt. What they 
were I know not. They will doubtless be disclosed 
in due time. He appears to have been content, for 
a time, with the notion that I had most improperly 
and prematurely ‘‘interfered with his command,” 
and ‘* disturbed his plan of operations before it had 
been brought to maturity !”? That it was ny duty to 
consider him as entitled to the command, and the en- 
tire control of my troops and supplies before he ar- 
rived in person within the limits of my department! 
That my subduing the Indians ought to pass for no- 
thing, because he was specially authorized, and I was 
nut specially authorized, to subdue them! Childish 
conclusions these—too trifling to merit any notice— 
nor should I have noticed them, but for the call 
made on me to explain and exculpate my conduct ; 
and from the hope that my intention may be read by 
the well meaning officers nd men of the volunteers 
and the army, who doubt, if indeed any doubt, the 
propriety of my conduct, who, I am convinced, will 
readily yield their hasty opinions to the conviction 
which mature reflection on the subject cannot but 
produce. They will agree with me that my path of 
public duty was plain, too plain to be mistaken by 
any honest soldier or citizen not blinded by the spi- 
rit of party, or by some other diabolical prejudice or 
passion—it was, without waiting for new orders, to 
fly as rapidly as possible, with whatever disposable 
force and supplies might appear to me necessary and 
“atc ype to arrest the progress of the apparent grow- 
ng evil of the late disasters, strengthen the feeble 
inilitary posts, and, if possible, put an end to the war, 
by a vigorous co-operation with any forces found in 
that quarter or otherwise, as circumstances should 
dictate, according to my own plan of operations con- 
tained in my letters of the 2d, 22d, 28th and 29th of 
February, above referred to. The sum and sub- 
stance of my design was, to afford prompt and com- 
plete protection—that sort of protection which is 
guaranteed by the constitution of the United States 
to the people of the United States, including the 
pioneer, the widow, the orphan, inhabitants of the 
frontier, camp or cabin, as well as the polished citi- 
zen Of the great emporium of party politics, of com- 
merce, and fashion—that complete protection, the 
work of which should, if possible, commence before 
the work of destruction upon the frontier is finished, 
or even begun: protection to the living citizen ra- 
ther than to the ashes of the slain! 

My plan of operations was expressed, as concisely 
as I could express it, in my letter of the 22d of Feb- 
ruary; it was ‘* to search for the enemy until I should 
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find them, and then beat them, as otherwise 
would beat me.”’ 


4. In carrying into effect this plan of operations, | 


I could suffer no officer to intefere with my troops, 
military posts, or supplies of any kind, within the 
limits of my department, until he should appear in 
person within those limits, ready and willing to meet 
the enemy, and to protect the people of the United 
States within my department ‘‘against their ene- 
mies, or opposers, whomsoever,”’ or until [ had met 
and beaten the enemy, and compelled them to sue 
fer peace. 

5. I did meet the enemy, and did several times 
beat them, and finally compelled them to sue for 
peace. How this was accomplished I need not now 
undertake to describe. Grave doubts have been ex- 
pressed in some of the publications to which I have 
referred, as to the sincerity of the Indian chiefs in 
suing for peace, upon which is supposed to fest the 
fact of their having been subdued. [I am willing to 
leave the issue of these questions of the testimony 
of the officers, and the intelligent volunteers and re- 
gular soldiers who served with me, pledging my ho- 
nor to abide by their concurrent testimony. But I 
am not willing to be tried and condemned, withcut 
a hearing, and by persons who were not only not 
near me, but who have given me good reason to be- 
lieve they would have been better pleased at my 
downfall, than by the triumph obtained by me over 
the enemy: persons who know full well that the fi- 
nal decree, at which every enlightened citizen and 
soldier who investigates the subject must sooner or 
later arrive, establishing the correctness of wy con- 
duct, must virtually fix the seal of condemnation 
upon theirs. Hence it was that many hours and 
days of precious time, which should have been de- 
voted to active operaticns against the Indians, were 
sacrificed at Picolata and Fort Drane, and other 
places, to the fabrication of slanderous essays, to fore- 
stall and mislead public opinion, to condemn my 
movements, and cover me with the vilest detraction. 
The editors of newspapers hitherto professing friend- 
liness towards me, have been employed as the lead- 
ing vehicles of this atrocious scheme of slander. 
Why is thisso? I answer, that it is because I dis- 
dain to be the man of a political party! I owe al- 
legiance to the United States of America, and not to 
a party. 

it may be that I did not require my officers and 
men at the Withlacoochee to take from the enemy 
as many lives as they had by their savage conduct 
forfeited. But where was the bond or the princi- 
ple of the laws of war, or of nations, binding them 
to give, or me to take, the life of any of them after 
they had raised the white flag and sued for peace? 
Their first proposition was made on the evening of 
the 5th of March. They were then told that if their 
chiefs would come in the next day they would be 
heard. They accordingly came with a white flag, 
on the morning of the 6th of March, when they said 
in the most subdued tone and manner: ‘* We do not 
wish to fight any more, we have lost many of our 
warriors killed, and others disabled by wounds—we 
do not wish to lose any more in this way, or other- 
wise than by sickness, or by the falling of trees,— 
and we desire to make peace.”’ They were told in 
reply, that I was not authorized to treat with them ; 
but that I had learned that an officer was on his way, 
and would soon be there, with authority to treat 
with them ; thatif they wished for peace, they must 
Jay down their aris or cease to make any further use 
of them, and stay beyond the Withlacoochee, until 
the officer authorized to treat with them shoulvarrive; 
and that they must then go wherever he should re- 
quire them; but that if they should commit any 
more hostilities, our troops, of which we had many, 
would kill all of them found with arms in their 
hands. They then counselled among themselves 
and their warriors until four or five o’clock in the 
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they ,evening. The chiefs then returned and freely as- 
" . . . 
j sented to my answer to their propositions. 


The last 
sentence of which my acting Inspector General waa 
for the second time explaining to them, when Gen- 
eral Clinch arrived in sight, with the troops of his 
immediate command from Fort-Drane, some of whom 
fired in the direction of the Indians, but at too great 
a distance to hurt them. They then hastily retreated 
They, however, mani- 
fested no disposition to violate their engagement, 
nor do I believe there was an officer or soldier 
with me, who had witnessed their conduct, who en- 
tertained a doubt but that they were subdued, and 
perfectly sincere in the desire they expressed, to ab- 
stain from further hostilities and meet General Scott 
in council, whenever and wherever he might direct. 
I remained in command, in order to satisfy myself of 
their sincerity, until the 9th of March, during which 
time some hundreds of my men were allowed to 
amuse themselves fishing, for a mile or two up and 
down the river, without discovering any inclination 
of further hostility on the part of the Indians, some 
of whom were seen on the opposite side of the river. 
I, on the 9th of March, turned over the command 
of the troops then with me to Gen. Clinch, as will be 
seen by my orders of that date, with a view to repair 
to thisfrontier. It is proper here to remark that, in 
order to obtain accurate information as to the posi- 
tiun of the chiefs and warriors, and whether their pa- 
cific views remained unchanged after being fired on 
by the volunteers with General Clinch, 1 approved 
the suggestion of the General to send a black inter- 
preter across the river to their camp. He set out on 
the Sth, and returned on the evening of the 10th of 
March. He reported that the chiefs and warriors 
had gone up the Withlacoochee near thirty miles 
above Camp Izard, to where their families were sta- 
tioned, and that the chiefs told him they were wait- 
ing agreeably to my directions; and that they would 
be ready in five days to hold a council with the offi- 
cer expected on for that purpose. General Scott was 
that officer, but in the place of meeting them in 
council, and directing them what to do to enable 
them to obtain peace, and conform to the wishes of the 
President of the United States, General Scott openly 
avowed (as I have been inforined, and as his official 
letters imply) a determination to pay no regard to 
my arrangement with the Indians, but to obtain an 
overwhelming force, and then annihilate them. His 
biustering threats to this effect were probably known 
to every person, white and black, in and about the 
house of General Clinch, at Fort Drane ; and as some 
of the black domestics were in the habit of intimacy 
with the black interpreters, it was more than proba- 
ble that in this way the threats of the gallant Gene- 
ral reached the ears of the Seminole Chiefs. No- 
thing, therefore, could be more natural than that they 
should prepare for self-defence and self-preservation, 
against a commander regardless of the pledge made 
to them by me, his immediate predecessor in com- 
mand, and his senior—a pledge which could not be 
disregarded without a gross violation of the laws of 
nature, and of war, which nQ nation can tolerate 
without a positive disregard of the most sacred of 
her obligations of good faith tewards Ler neighbors, 
The sequel has proven the fallacy of such threats, 
and the truth of the proverb, that ‘* the battle is not 
always to the strong, nor the race to the swift.” 

6. It may be that I did not expose my officers and 
soldiers, volunteers and regulars, to as much risk! 
and loss, as some of my accusers deem necessary to 
give eclat to triumph !—Heaven preserve me, f 
pray, from that eclat which is won by the useless or 
wanton sacrifice of those placed under my command 
If my accusers have reason to believe from the 
testimony of those who ventured to eccompany 
and co-operate with me in battle, that I neglected 
any of my officers or men, it would be strictly cor- 
rect in them to establish, if possible, such a charge. 
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But upon this point, as upon all the imputations of 
General Scott, and his franking and writing friends, 
1 hold towards them the attitudes of honest defiance. 
Had the Constitution, or any other law of the land 
required it, or had 1 ordered it, L have not a doubt 
that every officer and soldier with meat the With!a- 
coochee, would cheerfully have agreed * if the ene- 
my would stand” to desire them to toke the first 
shot; and, moreover, would have declined the com- 
fort and security of sleeping or fighting behind a 





ble to read this letter, that it was my bounden duty, 
under the circumstances of the case, to collect toge- 
ther the forces embarked at New Orleans on the 
night of the 3d and the morning of the 4th of Feb- 
ruary, and with them to repair promptly as I did to 
East Florida, and there to employ my best efforts in 
subduing, or holding in check, the enemy until the 
arrival of General Scott at the theatre of war. 

This being admitted, my right to the entire con- 


| trol of the subsistence, and horses, and other means 


breast work, had not this method of occasional action | of transportation found within the limits of my de- 
= se 6 consecrated by — uf —_ — | partinent, or such a3 was on their passage thither, is 

oved WASHINGTON, and all other great and good | established beyond the shadow of a doubt. Upon 
wn who = ee a cee a in = ape | we se ge paar avesup Scott mare a 
of our country. Ink If more than probable that} interfered with and retarded his operations, by tak- 
my brave Jittle army would have subdued the enemy | ing rations and horses belonging to his command ? 
a few a7 sooner er we did, re ch i pen os J affirm that his excuse is baseless, and his assertion 
to make a few rapid surties; but iad promised | untrue. I affirm, moreover, that if the horses and 
General Clinch to make no sorties until I should hear | rations which he falsely accuses ine of having wrong- 
from him, from an apprehension that a sortie would) fully taken, had been forgibly seized by me from one 
have dispersed and driven off the Indians before the | of the posts within the eastern department, and to 
arrival of mounted force: the only description of | which I could have no claim, the number of rations, 
force with which a sortie could have been made with and number of horses in question was too small to 
full effect at the place which I occupied; with the| delay the movement of General Scott’s grand army 
aid of the anticipated mounted force, I had calculat- | for more than three days’ time. The whole number 
ed on taking or destroying most of the Indians, and| of rations taken by me from the day of my arrival 
terminating the war in the course of a few days.|at Fort King the 22d February, to the day I turned 
They were, however, subdued, and sued for peace | over the command to Gene;al Clinch, the 9th of 
near twenty hours before I heard from General) March, 1836, inclusively, amounted to less than 
yea ee letter oe ana eat — of} epee: ee aaa rations ; and em oe. 
the of February, In which I promised to abstain | of horses, I am assured, was not more than eight or 
from making a sortie until [ should hear from him.) | ten taken from Forts King and Drane, (posts of my 
On the subject ofa sortie, eee l nig cay ae /department) and less than this number of miserable 
that I should not have succeeded in rendering it el-| ponies from Fort Brooke, not one of which had 
fective without the loss of trom 50 to 100 of my offi- | been placed at either of those posts by General Scott, 
cers and soldiers ; and, I have no hesitation in say- | as I have been informed and believe. His assertion, 





ing, that I would not have had 20 of my excellent 
Louisiana volunteers and regulars recklessly sacri-| 
ficed, whilst momentarily expecting the arrival of| 
mounted force, to have had laid at my feet, in chains, | 
all the Indians in Florida! The troops were for) 


‘ ‘ : if 
several days held in readiness for a sortie, and it) 


therefore, that his operations were greatly etmbar- 


rassed or retarded by my having taken the rations 
and horses provided for his command, is not only 
not true, but is marked with—[Here some words are 
omitted by the publisher. ] 

All which is submitted for the information of the 


would have been made on hearing from General | President of the United States, with profound res- 


Clinch, or in co-operation with his command, had 
not the Indians sued for peace before he was heard 
from. 

7. Among the numerous calumnies, official and 


unofficial, I have seen none more absurd than that [| 


was actuated in my movement to Florida by no 
higher motive than that of a desire to obtain ** Law- 
rels’? to which General Scott had superior claims! 
I feel convinced that those who knew me best, know 
and will testify, that I have ever been incapable, 
even while a young subaltern, of that over-weening 
vanity and officiousness which sometimes prompt the 
weak or the vicious to attempt to rob their brother 
soldiers of what may be justly their due. Laurels 
—indeed ! the idea of obtaining Laurels in an Indian 
war I havc long deemed to be as a vision, never to 
be realized by any known system of operations em- 
braced in the art of war in its supposed improved 
state, nor otherwise than by watching the movements 
of the enemy, and profiting by his example of vi- 

ilance, rapidity of movement, and privation of 
ood and rest. No man acquainted with the suffer- 
ings of the frontier people of Florida, possessed of a 
spark of patriotism, or humanity, could for a mo- 
ment be ignorant of the great and only inducement 
which ought or could have prompted me to make 
the movement in question. It was obvious to me 
that protection must be offered, and quickly afforded 
to the bleeding frontier of that neglected territory, 
or that her late flourishing settlements would be de- 
etroyed, and that delightful region of our national 
frontiers rendered a sceue of desolation, disgraceful 
to the military character of our country, and doubly 
disgraceful to the officer entrusted with its defence. 


I have shown, asI doubt not, to the satisfaction of 
every man of military mind who will take the trou- 


| pect. 
EDMUND P. GAINES, 
Major General Commanding. 
To Brigadier General R. Jones, 
Ad}’t Gen’l U. S. A. Washington city. 





MAJOR GENERAL SCOTT’S ADDRESS. 

| Or Summary of evidence taken in his case before the 
| Court of Inquiry at Frederick. 

Mr. President, and Gentlemen of the Court: 

| Whena Doge of Genoa, for some imaginary of- 
fence imputed by Louis XIV, was torn from hfs 
government, and compelled to visit France to de- 
base himself before that inflated monarch, he was 
asked, in the palace, what struck him with*the great- 
est wonder amid the blaze of magnificence in his 
view? ‘* To find myself here!’ was the reply of 
the indignant Lescaro. And so, Mr. President, un- 
able, as 1 am, to remember one blunder in my re- 
cent operations, or a single duty neglected, I may 
say, that, to find myself in the presence of this hono- 
rable Court, whilst the army [| but recently com- 
manded is still in pursuit of the enemy, fills me with 
equal grief and astonishment. 

‘And whence this great and humiliating transition ? 
Itis, sir, by the fiat of one who, from his exalted 
station, and yet more from his unequalled popularity, 
has never, with his high displeasure, struck a func- 
tionary of this Government—no matter what the 
office of the individual, humble or elevated, who 
was not from the moment, withered in the general 
confidence of the American people. Yes, sir, it is 
my misfortune to lie under the displeasure of that 
most distinguished personage. The President of the 
United States has said, Let General Scott be recalled 
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vom the command of the army in the field, and sub- 
mit his conduct in the Seminole and Creek campaigns 
to a Court for investigation ; and lo! I stand here to 
vindicate that conduct, which must again be judged, 





in the last resort, by him who first condemned it} 


without trial or inquiry. Be itso. 1 shall not sup- 
plicate this Court, nor the authority that has to re- 
view the ** opinion” here to be given. On the con- 
trary, I shall proceed at once to challenge your 
justice to render me that honorable discharge from 
all blame or censure which the recorded evidence 
imperiously demands. With such discharge before 


him, and enlightened by the same ma of testimony, | 


every word of which speaks loudly in my favor, the 
justice of the Commander-in-chief of the army and 
navy cannot hesitate. It must acquiesce; and then, 
although nothing may ever compensate me for the 
deep mortification | have been recently made to ex- 
perience, | may hope to regain that portion of the 
public esteem which it was my happiness to enjoy 
on past occasions of deep moment to the power and 
the glory of these United States of America. 
1.—TueE Faivure or [My] Ftoripa CAMPAIGN. 
Permit me here, Mr. President, to offer a pre- 
liminary remark: If by jailure, the common idea 
of disaster, defeat, or repulse, be understood, then 
that term does great injustice to me and the brave 
regulars and volunteers whom I had the honor to 
command. Sir, we suffered no defeat, check, or re- 
pulse. The enemy, encountered by the several 
columns and detachments, were, in every instance, 


beaten, driven, and scattered beyond the reach of | 


possible pursuit; and if we had chosen to imi- 
tate, in our reports, the example of many others en- 
gaged in similar operations, we might no doubt have 
figured mnch more largely in the public journals. 





| has had from the beginning the farther prospect o 

ending the war by the failure of the enemy’s ammu- 
‘nition, and the known want of long persever- 
ance on the part of all Indians. 

But, notwithstanding all those advantages, it would 
/seem that, up to the last dates from Florida, not a 
Seminole had been sent out of the Territory since I 
caused four hundred to be shipped from Tampa bay. 
| These, it is true, were called friendly Indians. Yet, 
if it had not been for the awe inspired by the pre- 
sence of the army, and some little decision on my 
part, this detachment would long ere this have been 
merged in the great body of the nation. 

But, to take up my personal movements, my ar- 
|rangements, and operations, in the chronological 
order. 

Being in Washington. in January, 1836, on other 
| duties, | was on the 20th sent for by the S t 
| e e 20th y the Secretary 
of War. I found him in his office at 4 o’clock, P. M. 

I was asked when I could set out for Florida, and. 
answered, that night. I was told that my instruc- 
tions could not be got ready for me so early. All 
the letters (four in number) from Governor Eaton 
and General Call, dated the Sth and 9th of the same 
month, and now in evidence, had, I think, been 
just received. 1 foresaw, at once, all the difficulties 
and hazards of the service which was thus assigned 
; to me, and an immense pecuniary loss that I should 
‘inevitably sustain if not in New York in a week 
from that time. I had, moreover, the highest con- 
fidence in the judgment and abilities of General 
Clinch, independent of his better knowledge of Flo- 
rida, and of the enemy to becombatted. I mention 
these circumstances, Mr. President, to show that I 
did not solicit to be sent to supersede that excellent 
Officer. I was not, however, as a soldier, at liberty 








But, in every instance, as far as I know or believe,|to decline any appropriate duty that might be re- 
though our affairs were numerous, and not deficient quired of me, and, of course, did not decline this. 
in danger and brilliancy, we always declined substi- | Accordingly, I left Washington in the night of the 








tuting imagination and conjecture for ascertained 
facts. Perhaps, by the discoveries of history, the 
high reputations gained before and since by the arts 
alluded to may, in time, be brought down to the 
humble level of myself and companions. 


It is true, sir, that we did not succeed in sending 


21st, and notwithstanding an accident on a railroad, 
_by which I lost twenty-four hours, the Court will 
ifind me addressing a requisition to the Governor of 
South Carolina on the 29th from Columbia, and at 
Augusta the 39th. 

At this place my occupations were numerous and 


off the great body of the Seminoles to the west of | important, as my letter-book, the contents of which 


the Mississippi. In this object, ardently desired by 


|are mostly in evidence, will show : requisitions for 


all, there was certainly a faiJure, and the same thing | troops, addressed to the Governor of South Carolina, 


may be said of the summer and autumn campaign 


which followed ; although the commander or com- 
manders—for it seems there were two, Governor 
Call and General Jesup—had the benefit of the 
knowledge of the country, and the enemy, acquired 
by previous operations; the benefit of the roads re- 
cently opened; the plans which had been essayed 
and suggested; longer time for preparation and 
operation; an auxiliary Indian force, which was 
denied me; and abuve all, the power of inviting 
the enemy to surrender, and of holding negotiation. 
With this great power, Mr. President, 1 was not 
My instructions were, to reduce the enemy 
to unconditional submission ; to hold no parley, no 
negotiation—not even to say, as the price of sur- 
render, that kind treatment might be expected, much 
less that the beneficial stipulations in the last treaty, 
in favor of those Indians, should be carried into exe- 


armed, 


cution by the United States—because, sir, any sucl 
assurance, on my part, would have been a condition 

Have my successors in Florida the “ diplomatic’ 
faculty that was withheld from me? 
writers in the newspapers are to be believed, tha 
faculty has been either expressly conferred o 
ursurped with impunity. It wouldseem tat wheed 


ling messages have been sent to the enemy by every 
body—from the two commanders down to a captain. 
Still no great result has been obtained and now 
another, or winter campaign has been for some time 


on foot; the sole director of which, besides all the ad 


If the lIctter- 


vantagesover me which have just been enumerated, 


/Georgia, and Alabama; letters to the Governor of 
Florida, to Generals Eustis and Bull, Colonel Lind- 
say, &c., besides horses and wagons purchased for the 
| United States cavalry, and the general baggage train. 

On the 2d of February, it has been seen that I set 
out for Milledgeville, in order to confer with the Go- 
vernor of Georgia, according to my instructions, on 
the subject of the Creek Indians. Having adopted 
precautionary measures in relation to the latter, I 
returned to Augusta, and reached Savannah on the 
9th. 

Here, again, I was incessantly occupied in regula- 
ting, by correspondence, the movement of the 
troops, and making other arrangements for the cam- 
| paign, till the 20th, and might have been usefully so 
engaged for a week longer ; but wishing to be nearer 
to Generals Clinch and Eustis, with a view to more 
rapid communications, I reached Picolata on the 22d 
of February. 

At this time, General Clinch was at Fort Drane, 
with about five hundred regulars and volunteers, un- 
molested by the enemy, but vot in strength to take 
the field with any prospect of advantage. I had 
written to him from Savannah, and he knew of the 
heavy reinforcements which were approaching. 
Two companies of Augusta volunteers, under Cap- 
tains Robinson and Bones, had already reached Fort 
Drane, and are included in the above estimate. 
These two companies did not strictly make part of 
the Georgia quota. 

General Eustis, Colonel Brisbane’s regiment of 


1 





’ 


t 
r 


























170 ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE. 











———___ ———$—$—__—— _— ee 


South Carolina foot, and a company of Columbia 
volunteers, under Captain Elmore, all arrived, by 
water, at Saint Augustine, about the 15th. ‘his 
independent company (Elmore’s) was over and 
above the quota called for from South Carolina; but, 
like Robinson’s and Bones’s, it went through the 
campaign with zeal and distinction. 

With the volunteers under his command, and a few 
companies of regulars, General Eustis soon gave 
tranquillity and confidence to all the inhabitants be- 
tween the Atlantic and the St. John’s, whose dwel- 
lings, and other fixtures, had not been previously 
destroyed. No devastation was committed after his 
arrival. 

The first battalion of Georgia foot, under Major 
Cooper, had also preceded me a few days. I found 
it at Picolata, with a company of regulars, and Co- 
lone! Bankhead in the command of both. 

It was my intention, Mr. President, to have re- 
mained but a few days at Picolata—merely long 
enough to organize the service, to give a fixed plan 
of campaign, and, on the arrival of some additional 
troops, wagons, horses, and arms, to have com- 
menced operations. ‘The Court has seen, in part, 
what embarrassments kept me there no less than fif- 
teew days. 

The 22d of February I received, through General 
Clinch, the letter to him, from General Gaines, dated 
at New Orleans, the 2d of the same month, propos- 
ing a plan of co-operation between the two generals; 
which letter confirmed the previous rumor that a 
large force was to be expected at Tampa bay from 
New Orleans; and to this letter there is a postcript, 
by Governor Eaton, saying that a battalion of two 
hundred and fifty Floridians would sail in two days, 
from St. Mark’s, for the same destination. To pre- 
vent too great a concentration of troops at Tampa, I 
instantly, by express, desired Governor Schley to 
keep at home the second battalion of Georgia foot 
that was about to proceed by the Chattahoochie, 
Appalachicola, and the Gulf, to that point. Fortu- 
nately, my letter reached his Excellency just in time 
to prevent the movement, That battalion was dis- 
charged ; and, but that it was too late, I should have 
¢aken a similar step in respect to the Alabama regi- 
ment, which Colonel Lindsay had received my in- 
structions to raise and to conduct to Tampa. 
~ To show the apprehensions which Gen’| Gaines’s 
letter excited in me at the time, and the temper in 
which I spoke of his movement, I beg leave, Mr. 
President, to imbody an extract of my letter to Gen- 
eral Clinch, dated the 25th of February : 

“The movement from New Orleans, although 
highly worthy of praise, under the circumstances, 

the massacre of Dade’s detachment, and General 

aines’s necessary igmorance of the measures of 
Government,] may, if it should lead to a premature 
advance from Tampa, be productive of a result the 
most unfavorable. If the advance, for example, 
should fail to crush the enemy, and terminate the 
war—ar.d without mounted men, [ suppose such re- 
sult can scarcely be hoped for—the enemy may be 
scattered, and put upon his retreat to the southeast. 
To follow him in such retreat might be almost im- 
practicable, and to preveut the escape in that direc- 
tion, Colonel Lindsay has my instructions in detail.” 

The Court hasseen, Mr. President, how soon thase 
prophetic apprehensions were accomplished! Of 
course, I had not the time to communicate with 
General Gaines; and Colonel Lindsay, to whom my 
instructions had been addressed, arrived at Tampa 
after the advance of that general. 

The very next day after the above was written, and 
whilst I wasin the act of reporting to the Adjutant 
General for the information of Government, among 
other difficulties, the means I was devising for send- 
ing further supplies to Fort-Drane, I received from 
General Clinch a letter enclosing one from General 
Gaines, showing that the latter was actually at Fort 





a renner — = 


King on the 22d, where he arrived without subsist- 
ence, and instantly, as General Clinch reported in 
his letter, called for *‘ nearly all” the provisions at 
Fort Drane, intending, with that supply, to return to 
Tampa across the Withlacoochee near the battle- 
ground of the 3lst of December! I shall, in the se- 
quel, notice the evidence which shows that General 
Gaines knew, at Pensacola, that I had been ordered 
to Florida, and that he learned of General Clinch, 
before leaving Fort King, that I was soon expected, 
and with large reinforcements, 

Before the receipt of those despatches, I kuew 
that there were at Fort Drane about twenty thous- 
and rations for men ; and, expecting to send thither, 
and to Fort King, in a few days, by wagons and 
boats, (through the Ochlawaha,) two or three times 
as many rations, I had, on the 24th, put Major Coop- 
er’s battalion of Georgia foot in march to join Gene- 
ral Clinch, intending to follow with the first com- 
pany of mounted men that might arrive, and one 
was then daily expe@ted. Those meaus of land and 
water transportation not being as yet at hand, all 
hope of early operations was now frustrated, and I 
was obliged to recall Major Cooper’s battalion, then 
distant two days’ march over a wretched road, as it 
was easy to subsist the battalion on the St. John’s, 
and infinitely difficult to do so at Fort Drane. 

The same embarrassment (the arrival of the troops 
at Fort King from Tampa) caused me to issue the 
Order No. 4, and to write the letters of February 
26th and March Ist to General Clinch. He, how- 
ever, had no means of sending either of those papers 
to General Gaines, who, I think, had marched from 
Fort King (twenty miles from Fort Drane) on the 
25th of February. 

March 2d I learned, with great distress, that the 
Ochlawaha could not be used for transporting sup- 





plies. From a few months’ disuse, this narrow, - 


crooked, and shoaly river had become obstructed by 
fallen timber, and the Indians had, at Payne’s land- 
ing, near Fort King, destroyed the peculiar boats 
expressly constructed for that navigation. We were 
now reduced to the necessity of using only Jand 
transportation for about seventy tons of supplies, and 
over bad roads, and I had not ordered all the wagons 
and horses which I should have required, but for a 
reliance, to some extent, on that river. 

A summary of my embarrassments, in respect to 
the means of transportation, the Court will find in 
the fifth paragraph of my letter to the Adjutant Gen- 
eral, dated March 9th. Of the ten or fifteen wagons 
therein mentioned, and which I learned, officially, 
at Savannah, were ordered to be shipped from Balti- 
more by the Quartermaster General in January, it 
seems, by the deposition of Captain Dimmock, that 
two of them reached Florida in February, six about 
the 11th of March, and two reached Savannah about 
the 4th of May. 

As early as the 26th of February I had, however, 
requested Gerieral Clinch to send down all the means 
of land transportation he could command. The 
train sent, arrived at the, point opposite to Picolata 
on the 2d of March; was loaded with about sixteen 
thousand rations, and other essential supplies, and 
despatched for Fort Drane the 6th. The delay, ia 
this operation, was caused by the width of the river, 
and the violence of a long storm, which rendered it 
hazardous, and, a part of the time, impracticable to 
pass over the supplies to the wagons. The train was 
slightly augmented by wagons and horses which had 
arrived principally from Charleston, via St. Augus- 
tine. 

As a proof of the extreme tempestuousness of the 
weather, Major Gates, with a battalion of three com- 
panies of regulars, was at this time more than eight 
days in coming from Savannah to Picolata in a good 
steamer, which ordinarily made the trip in less than 
three days. 

A company (Kenan’s) of Georgia mounted men 
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arrived opposite to Picolata on the 26th of February.| war in Florida, and that, by interfering, he consti- 


With this company I hadintended to march immedi-| tuted himself an interloper. 
ately to Fort Drane ; but, with the exception of its) 


Even if you had suffi- 
cient stores and means of transportation, I should 


gallant captain, second Lieutenant Huson, and, 1; commana you to send no subsistence to him—unless 


think, nineteen men, it refused to be mustered in-|to prevent starvation; but you have neither. 
to the service of the United States, and returned. 
Four other companies of this first battalion | 
One| 
of them, (Allen’s,) with the exception of two or, 
three privates, followed the example of Kenan’s| 
compapy. Douglass’s, Malone’s and Sweeney’s, from 
These only I 


home. ! 
of Georgia horse arrived about a week later. 


the first, showed better dispositions. 
was enabled to see, having, at the hazard of life, 
crossed the river in the storm for the purpose; when, 
after a short harangue, every man came under the 
rules and articles of war with loud cheers. The 
well-disposed men, both of Kenan’s and Allen’s, gen- 
erally joined those companies which entered the ser- 
vice ; and it is due to the disaffected of Kenan’s to 
say that, having seen their error, every man, | be- 
lieve, nobly served in the subsequent campaign 
(against the Creeks) under Captain Gaither. It is 
robable that many of Allen’s men did the same. 
The 2d of March I received, through General 
Clinch, General Gaines’s letter to him, dated the 
29th of February ; and not another word did I hear 


of the troops with the latter General till the 9th of; 


March. During this interval, nay, from his arrival 
at Fort King, the state of my mind, or generally my 
embarrassments, may be inferred from the efforts to 
hasten the train loaded with subsistence, and from 
my Orders and correspondence, which are in evi- 
dence, on the subject of General Gaines’s move- 
ment. 

The 26th of February I wrote to General Clinch : 
“I have heard, with equal astonishment and regret, 
that Major General Gaines, without reference to my 
movements—perhaps in ignorance, possibly in de- 
fiance of them—should have made a premature move- 


ment from Tampa bay ; and, having arrived within 


twenty miles of Fort Drane, should have called for 
nearly three-fourths of the subsistence in deposite at 
that place, and on which I had relied for the move- 
ment of the right wing in concert with the other 
parts of the army.” ’ ’ ™ ** To reme- 
dy this unexpected embarrassment, I send you two 
copies of Orders No. 4, one of which you will des- 
patch to the commander of the detachment from Fort 
Brooke, [Tampa bay,] whoever he may be, with all 
speed, and limit the subsistence called for from Fort 
Drane, according to the intention of those orders.” 
‘ bd . * « Major General Gaines, [ pre- 
sume, will have heard of the order which ought to 
take him to the Mexican frontier. If he should pre- 
fer to remain, he must obey my orders.” 

Orders No. 4, of the same date, direct that Gene- 
ral Gaines’s detachment should remain at Fort King 
until further orders; that current subsisteace only 
should be issued to the detachment; direct that the 
peculiar boats believed to be at Payne’s Landing 
should be sent to Picalota (or to meet a steamer at 
the mouth of the Ochlawaha) to receive subsistence ; 
if the boats could not be sent, the troops were to 
march, witout delay, to Volusia, on the St. John’s, 
whether 20,000 rations were about to go up in a 
Steamer, and the detachment was enjoined not to at- 
tempt any offensive movement, except so far as 
might be necessary to carry into execution those 
my orders. 

March Ist I again wrote to General Clinch: ‘+I 
regret, in every point of view, the. premature and 
unauthorized movement from Tampa bay by that 
General, [Gaines,] and the very awkward and re- 
sponsible position he has placed himself in by his 
Subsequent march from Fort King.” . ie 
“In any event, the responsibility of his movement 
and actual position is his own; for he must have 


known as early as the 10th ultimo, if not before, that | * 


1 had been charged with the general direction of the 





Let 
him, therefore, in time, extricate himself from the 
embarrassment he has placed himself in, by march- 
ing upon Volusia, where, I have no reason to doubt, 
that twenty thousand rations, sent hence on the 27th 
ultimo, have safely arrived. As he appears to have 
his retreat open to him, or, is in no peril to prevent 
his taking that step, you, of course, will make no 
detachment to join him.” 

This letter is an answer to one received by ex- 
press, and which enclosed General Gaines’s commu- 
nication to General Clinch, dated the 28th of Feb- 
ruary. 

In a third letter that I caused to be addressed to 
General Clinch, March 2d, he was told, “ If Major 
General Gaines should fall back upon Fort King or 
Drane, it is presumed that he will proceed to exe- 
cute the orders of the Government, which will carry 
him to another quarter. In that event you will be 
the senior officer, and I am instructed by Major 
General Scott to say, that yon are at liberty to detain 
the troops from Fort Brooke [Tampa] at either of 
the forts mentioned, Drane and King. Subsistence 
will reach you in five or six days.” 

A fourth letter on this subject (in part) was ad- 
dressed by me to General Clinch, dated March 4th, 
in which it is said : 

**T still presume that Major General Gaines will 
be obliged to fall back upon Fort Drane, which in- 
creases my anxiety to send the wagons with some 
additions, loaded. 1 would prefer, much, that the 
force brought with him were back at Tampa bay, or 
rather that it had not marched from that place, pro- 
vided that the movement fails to crush the enemy 
or to terminate the war. The worst result, next to 
the loss of that fine body of men, or a third of it, 
would be the mere success of driving the enemy into, 
the lower country, where, | suppose, it would be al- 
most impossible for us to follow ; I mean below the 
waters of Charlotte harbor. Hence my indignation, 
that an isolated attack should have been made from, 
your vicinity, well calculated to produce that result, 
and ata time when you knew, and Major General. 
Gaines must have known, through you, (and before). 
that my plan, with ample means, was to move si- 
multaneously upon the Withlacoochee in three col-. 
umns—from Tampa bay, the upper crossing on the 
Ochlawaha, and Fort Drane—so as to make it impos- 
sible for the enemy to escape to the lower country.” 


“IT have not yet supposed that Major General 
Gaines has not his retreat upon Fort Drane or King 
perfectly in his power. On account of subsistence, 
if he can cut his way through the enemy to Tampa 
bay, I much prefer that his force were there, and 
when | wished him to march or send that force to 
Volusia, it was hcecause it could be infinitely more 
easily subsisted there than at Fort Drane. Should 
he, however, be in any difficulty in operating a re- 
treat from the Withlacoochee, I certainly wish you 
to afford him any succor that the slender means with- 
in your reach may allow; and this, doubtless, you 
would render without any special permission to that 
effect. If the force return to Fort Drane or King, 
it must be subsisted, for at least five or six days, upon 
ineans derived from this place, [ Picolata,] and hence 
I now prefer that it should become a part of the right 
wing [General Clinch’s command] rather than take 
that quantity of subsistence [from you] and march 
back to Tampa bay.” 

And, finally, I caused a fifth letter to be written 
to General Clinch, March 6th, in which will be 
found this paragraph : 

** Major General Scott is exceedingly anxious to 
hear the result of the operations on the Withla- 
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coochee. The last intelligence from that quarter 
(through you) was only to the 29th ultimo.” 

My reports on the same subject, addressed to the 
Adjutant General, for the information of Govern- 
ment, dated at Picolata the 26th of February, the 
28th, (notes on my Order No. 4,) March 2d and 6th, 
are to the same effect; all showing the embarrass- 
ments and delay which the isolated movement from 
Tampa upon Fort King and the Withlacoochee caus- 
ed in my plan of combined operations. 

In the notes of the 28th of February, after recap- 
itulating many of the facts already brought into re- 


view, among them, the arrival of General Gaines at 


Fort King with 1,140 men, without bringing more 
rations than sufficed for his march, although he came 
from Tampa, where the amount of subsistence was 
great; after noticing his having drawn from Fort 
Drane nearly all the food for men collected there, 
together with the baggage train necessary to trans- 
port that subsistence to him at Fort King, and which 
train in the whole had been required at Picolata to 
take further supplies to Fort Drane, the point the 
most difficult to supply in or about the whole theatre 
of operations, I add: 

“It will be seen from the foregoing, that to re- 
establish my plan of campaign, viz : to move simul- 
taneously from Fort Drane (or Fort King) from 
Volusia and Tampa, say about the 8th of March 
—the great difficulty will be to send supplies for the 
right wing, [Clinch’s command ;] and the bad road 
from Picolata to Fort Drane, 65 miles, bas, by a 
heavy rain which has now been falling for 46 hours, 
been rendered infinitely worse.” 

In the report of the 2d of March, to the Adjutant 
General, I said: 

‘* By reference to the map it will be seen that, even 
if Major General Gaines could succeed in driving 
the enemy from the Withlacoochee, there is no force 
to prevent the retreat below Charlotte harbor, or to 
any point in the lower [part of the] peninsula. A 


small guard only was left [by him] at Tampa; Co-| 


Jonel Lindsay will not be in position in time; and 
Brigadier General Eustis cannot cross the Ochlawa 
earlier than the 13th or 15th instant. The retreat, 
it will be seen, is therefore open to the Indians. In 
this point of view, then, it would be better for the 
public interests that the Indians should drive Major 
General Gaines, than he should drive them. The 
war, in fact, would be forwarded by his being forced 
back upon Forts Drane and King. In truth, accord- 
ing to his own showing, he ought to have fallen back 
on the evening of the 28th, or the morning of the 
29th [of February.] The lives which he has lost 
have promoted no end. He must, I think, still fall 
back, and I wish to Heaven that it may be without 
further loss. Brigadier General Clinch, from his 
present want of wagons, can send him no efficient 
aid, and wagons cannot be back [from Picolata] in 
four or five days. If the force with Major General 
Gaines were now back at Tampa bay, it would be in 
its true position ; but he cannot retreat thither; for 
it will be seen by his letters [enclosed] that he has 
not the means ot passing the river [ Withlacoochee. ] 
He found the enemy where all my arrangements 
presumed the enemy would be found, and in the po- 
sition the most favorable to us.” 

And, on the 6th of March, I again write to the 
Adjutant General on the same subject, thus: 

** No intelligence has been received of the move- 
ments of Major General Gaines of a later date than 
his letter of the 29th ultimo, a copy of which has 
been forwarded. He cannot, therefore, have fallen 
back upon either Fort Drane or King, or have inarch- 
ed upon Volusia. In either case I should, doubtless, 
have received a further report of hin from Brigadier 
General Clinch. It may then be hoped that he has 
beaten the enemy, or at least have succeeded in ef- 
fecting his return to Tampa bay. In this state of 
doubt and anxiety, I know not how long I may have 





to remain ; yet it is important that I should speedily 
learn what has become of his column, and particu- 
larly whether the position and numbers of the ene- 
my have been materially changed by,its operations. 

**I send no more troops, tor the present, to Fort 
Drane, on account of the difficulty of subsisting them 
there. If Major General Gaines shall not fall back 
on that point, it will be indispensable to wait for 
Captain Wharton [with his company of United States 
dragoons.] In the mean time, it is easy to subsist 
the forces here and at Garey’s ferry.” 

On the 9th of March I reported to Washington as 
follows: 
| «7 have just set out for Fort Drane, via Garey’s 
Ferry, on Black creek, [just established as an army 
'depot,] with two companies of regulars, [foot,] and 
intending to take with me, from the latter place, the 
small battalion of mounted Georgians (heretofore 
mentioned) under the command of Major Douglass. 
Lieutenant Colonel Bankhead is at the head of the 
| first detachment, aid the two together may make 
a total of about 240; but even this small force may 
be important to rescue Major General Gaines.” 

**[ had not received the slighest information of 
the operations on the Withlacoochee (official or 
| otherwise) of a later date than the 29th ultimo, up 
to this morning, and had concluded that he had ef- 
| fected his march, with more or less success against 
|the enemy, upon Tampa bay, when, at daylight, the 
Steamer that I am now in arrived and brought the 
/rumor, which is confirmed by the two accompanying 
/notes from Paymaster Lytle, received about six 

hours afterwards. On the reception of the rumor I 

immediately commenced preparations for this move- 
ment, but being delayed by the necessity of unlading 
and relading the boat, am now at anchor at the mouth 
of Black creek. I hope to put the troopsin march, from 
| Garey’s Ferry, early in the day of to-morrow, and to 
‘reach Fort Drane with a small escort the day follow- 
ing. It is possible that even these little detachments 
of horse and foot may reach the Withlacoochee in 
time to render a valuable service.” 

The parts of Major Lytle’s notes relative to this 
subject are—on the 5th of March, he writes to me— 
“1 have been directed by General Clinch to inform 
you that your communication of yesterday’s date 
reached him at this place, [Fort Drane,] after he 
had mounted his horse and was on the move, with 
the forces under his command, to escort supplies to 
General Gaines.” * + ° ** Colonel 
Gadsden arrived here from Tallahassee on the 4th, 
yesterday, and accompanied General Clinch this 
morning to the Withlacoochee.” And Major Lytle 
says, on the 8th, ‘* by direction of General Clinch, 
I opened your communication of the 6th instant, 
which arrived late last night in advance of the wa- 
gons, [from Picolata, loaded with subsistence, &c.] 
You will perceive, by my letter of the 5th, that Gen- 
eral Clinch, with all the forces at this post, and 100 
mounted men from the vicinity, had left for the 
Withiacoochee to escorta small supply of cattle, am- 
munition, &c., to General Gaines having received, 
the night before, a third express from that officer. 
No word has been received from either of those 
Generals since the 5th.” ° . - 
‘“N. B. The amount of General Gaines’s last express 
to General Clinch, dated the 3d instant, was merely 
copies of his previous letters, with a note, stating 
that the Indians were still around him; but little or 
no fighting [had] taken place since his last communi- 
cation,’—that, it is presumed, of the 29th of Feb- 
ruary. 

I beg the Court to observe, that those two notes of 
Major Lytle, as has been shown in evidence, reach- 
ed me “‘at the same moment,” at Picolata, about 
meridian, on the 9th of March. 

I shall proceed to give further extracts from my 
reyort to the Adjutant General, of the same date— 
March the 9th: 
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<¢ T am aware that the movement I am making may 
be condemned, if regarded in any other light than a 
rescue, as premature. Colonel Goodwin’s mounted 
regiment [of South Carolinians] only arrived at St. 
Augustine last night or this morning, and conse- 
quently the left wing [General Eustis’s command] 
cannot be in force on the Ochlawaha, in the direc- 
tion of Pelaklikaha, earlier than the 17th, or up with 
the enemy before the 20th instant. Colonel Lind- 
say, who may have already arrived at Tampa bay, 
cannot operate more than two days’ march from that 
place, from the want of means of transportation— 
Major General Gaines having taken away the horses 
which were there ; and the basis of the right wing 
[Clinch’s command] is merged in the force brought 
by that General [Gaines] into the field, and must 
participate in his success or failure. If it falls back 


General Clinch, dated at New Orleans, the 2d ultimo, 
Major General Gaines speaks of ‘an efficient co-op- 
eration ;> promises to be ‘in readiness,’ at Tampa 
bay ‘by the Sth of the present month [February] to 
form a junction at or near that place with your com- 
mand, whenever, as soon as, in your judgment, 
your force shall be sufficient to justify the move- 
ment ;’ and concludedpy saying—‘ a sufficient quan- 
tity of ammunition and provisions have been trans- 
ported to Fort Brooke [Tampa] to divide with you, 
until further supplies are received.’ Yet he did not 
wait till the brigadier gave notice that he was ‘ in 
force’-—came to Fort King, and swept nearly the 
whole of the subsistence collected at Fort Drane. 
A copy of that letter isin your office, and I now 





enclose one from Governor Eaton, from which it 
will appear that Major General Gaines knew, at 


with him on Fort Drane, it must suffer great loss,| Tampa bay, about the I4th ultimo, that I had been 
and if it follow him to Tampa bay, it [the basis of | charged with the direction of this war. He first 
the right wing] will be wholly out of position. heard this at Pensacola, and received Governor Ea- 
‘‘In this, and even a greater state of uncertainty | ton’s despatch at Tampa, as I can establish. Hence 
I have been held since the 26th ultimo. The day his haste, and neglect of the assurance given to 
after, I ordered back Major Cooper’s battalion of Brigadier General Clinch, his isolated attack,” &c. 
Georgia foot, to prevent starvation at Fort Drane;| Mr. President: Iam not, nor desire to be, the 
and though daily, from that time, in the expectation | prosecutor or accuser of Major General Gaines, 
of receiving from Savannah horses and serviceable | either before this or any other Court, nor before the 
wagons, not one has arrived. The quantity of sub-! public. In respect to the latter tribunal—I have not 
sistence that will be at Fort Drane, say to-morrow, | published, nor caused to be published, a word against 
will only be that sent from Picolata on the 6th in-|any human being whatever, or even a word in self- 
stant, viz : 17,497 rations of bread and flour; 11,000 | defence, since, at the latest, 1 was ordered to Florida 
rations of pork, (with beef-cattle in the neighbor-|—unless, indeed, two simple notes of explanation 
hood ;) 8,000 rations of beans ; some coffee, vinegar,| may be regarded as exceptions: the first, in May 
&c. And the troops now about to proceed, [with | last, on the subject of a term hastily, and I may say 
me,] perhaps as far as the Withlacoochee, will not} accidently, applied by me in an official report to 
have the means of taking with them rations for more the volunteers I then had the honor to command ; 
than six days [extra.] |and the second, written for publication within a few 
“I beg leave to recapitulate the causes of my great | days part, repudiating certain language which I saw 
deficiency in means of transportation: 1. The wa-| myself reported as having applied, before this Court, 
gons and horses, which I knew Brigadier General | to a high political funtionary. If many of my offi- 
Clinch to possess early in February, have been more | cial reports, written in the field, and transmitted for 
broken down by hard service and bad roads than J | the information of Government, have, at Washing- 
had expected to find them: 2.1 had, upon what was ton, been printed in whole or in part, the act was 
considered in Georgia, and even at Picolata, the best | done, in every instance, without my knowledge, or 
information, confidently relied upon the use of the| the expression of the slightest wish to that effect on 





Ochlawaha, as late as the 2d instant: 3. No bacon 
has arrived, and the difference between it and pork, 
including wood and brine, is fifty per centum against 
the latter: 4. The [two-]horse wagons purchased at 
Charleston and Augusta, by assistant quartermasters 


L’Engle and Peyton, are generally poor, and many | 
of them unserviceable: 5. The ten wagons actually | 
reported to have been shipped at Baltimore in, 1 | 


think, the Arctic, with Major Gates, were all left be- 
hind: 6. Of the 19,000 rations known to be at Fort 
Drane about the 25th uwllimo, nearly the whole have 
been drawn by a force not expected by the Govern- 
ment or myself to appear in that quarter; and 7. 
Not a horse for the baggage train, left by me at Sa- 
vannah, or which I have since ordered tu be pur- 
chased by Assistant Quartermaster Dimmock, has ar- 
rived in Florida.” - - ve ? 


*‘ Instructions have been left behind me to send| 


forward rations, should the means of transportation 
arrive in time, and the troops already in the neigh- 
borhood of Picolata—Major Cooper’s and the re- 
maining company Major Gates’s battalions. I have 
also desired Brigadier General Eustis to order to Fort 
Drane two companies of Colonel Goodwyn’s regi- 
ment, and a further order will go back, in this boat, 
to Lieutenant Dimmock, on the subject of horses 
and wagons. 

**Some rifles and the tents arrived this morning 


at Picolata; but Colonel Goodwyn’s regiment had | 


marched through six or eight storins without cover, 
and now, all companies in march are to be reduced 
to three tents each.” 

The following is the postcript to the foregoing re- 
port: 
“Please remark that, in his letter to Brigadier 


/my part. The officers of my staff, sir, so far as I 
| know or have seen, have been equally silent. 

| And what outrages have I not suffered from the 
publications of others during this period of silence ? 
I shall speak, in this place, only of Major General 
Gaines. I complain not that he and his staff should 
occasionally fill up a column or two of the newspa- 
pers in praise of the hero of Camp Izard; but what 
right or justice was there in the outbreaks against 
me on the part of that chief—on the Withlacoochee, 
at Tallahassee, Mobile, and I know not how many 
other places? All these effusions of spleen, whether 
in form of orders, speeches, or letters, have been 
carefully obtruded upon the public. Ihave heard of 
many of those melancholy exbibitions, but have only 
read one—the order of 9th of March, turning over 
the command of the troops, on the Withlacoochee, to 
Brigadier General Clinch. It is, without any im- 
mediate agency of mine, in evidence before this 
Court. In that paper, Iam very facetiously deno- 
minated ‘* the officer charged with the diplomatic 
arrangements of the War Department,” approaching, 
as it is obliquely intimated, only to receive the for- 
mal surrender of that enemy whom he had, without 
a sortie, most strangely, but happily, conquered or 
subdued ! 

It has been seen, Mr. President, in every form, 
that this was a slight misapprehension, to which the 
enemy was by no means a party; and that no mili- 
| tary or diplomatic blunder of mine was necessary to 
resuscitate a war that had not then, nor has yet been 
terminated. It would be superfluous to quote the 
evidence—it abounds on the records of this Court, 
and what is worse, it yet abounds in unhappy Flo- 
rida. 
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The Judge Advacate has read in evidence, fur- ‘some day in February to the end of its term of ser- 
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nished for the purpose by the War Department, the | vice, I caused him to be summoned as a witness, and 


official reports written by me at the time for the in- | 
formation of Government; in several of which Ma- | 


jor General Gaines’s movements are mentioned. 


Those particular reports, in common with the others | 
‘it was my right and duty to make, being charged, at | 


the time, by seniority in commission and special as- 


signment, with the cnief direction of the war against | 
the Seminole Indians. Several passages of that part | 


of the testimony have already been imbod‘ed in this 


summary, to show how far I was, in my plans and) 


operations, hindered, crippled, or defeated by the 
movements of that General. Without departing from 
the strict line of defence that [ have prescribed to 
myself, and which, no doubt, this Court would 
otherwise have imposed, it remains for me to show 
that Major General Gaines, in his operations in Flo- 
rida, so far as they’ embarrassed mine, constituted 
himself an intruder—that is, that he came into the 
field in his own wrong. 

It has been seen, Mr. President, in what terms of 
praise (in my letter to General Clinch of the 25th of 
February,) I bore my humble testimony to General 
Gaines’s movement from New Orleans; provided, 
that, in violation of his express assurance, previously 
given to Clinch, that he would wait for a junction 
with him at er near Tampa, it did not lead to a pre- 
mature advance into the interior. But I then did 
not know the fact, so clearly disclosed in Captain 
McCall’s letter, republished in The Army and Navy 
Chronicle, (whole No. 84,) which has been verifi- 
ed, and is now in evidence. 

Captain McCall was at the time with General 
Gaines, and his acting assistant adjutant general. 
He says in his letter that ‘‘ on the route, and within 
two days’ march (by steam) of the Indian borders, 
he [General Gaines] received a notitication that Gen- 
eral Scott had been ordered to repair from the city of 
Washington to Florida, ‘and to take command of 
the troops operating against the Indians in that quar- 
ter.’ At the same time he [General Gaines] was 
informed that ‘the state of affairs west of the Mis- 
sissippi might soon require his attention, if not his 
presence, in that quarter;’ and he was directed to 
await further orders in the city of New Orleans.” 

The point at “two days’ march by steam” from 
Tampa bay was evidently Pensacola, where we 
know, by Governor Eaton’s letter above-noticed, 
(incidentally,) that General Gaines touched on his 
way froin New Orleans to Tampa bay. 

But the Captain argues, in the same lettcr, and no 
doubt after General Gaines, that, had the latter 
‘obeyed the order, [received at Pensacola,] and, by 
so doing, left General Clinch in expectation of a 
promised co-operation, to extricate himself as he 
could from any difficulty into which the failure, on 
the part of General Gaines, in preconcerted move- 
ments, might peradventure have thrown him,” 
(Clinch,) ‘* it is difficult to say whether the histo- 
rian would have approved or condemned” General 
Gaines. But we have seen, (and I have probably 
already assigned the true motive) that the ‘* promis- 
ed co-operation” and ‘ preconcerted movements,” 
commencing with ‘*a junction at or near” Tampa, 
was not observed by General Gaines. 


General Gaines, the volunteers, [the Louisiana regi- 
ment,}] his principal force, were unwilling to pro- 
ceed; for, before the left New Orleans, he had 
pledged himself to accompany them whitbersoever 
they went, and to stand by them,” &c. These again 
are evidently General Gaines’s own pretexts for his 
intrusion. 

First, the unwillingness of the Louisiana regi- 
ment to proceed without General Gaines to com- 
mand tt. 

Finding at this place Captain Thistle, who com- 
waanded a company in that corps, in Florida, from 


to be interrogated on this point. To my (third) 
question he answered: “‘ For my part, when I was 
raising the men for my company, I did not know 
there was such a man as General Gaines in the coun- 
try. Colonel Smith and [Lieutenant] Colonel Law- 
son, | understood, were to command. 1 speak only 
in reference to my own company—my own officers 
and men. When at Pensacola, I never heard any 
thing of the kind mentioned, nor did I ever hear 
there that General Gaines was about to leave us. 
When we got acquainted with General Gaines, the 
officers and men were well pleaged with him.” 

* Question 4. Did your regiment, as far as you 
know, Obey, with equal cheerfulness, every officer 
of superior rank, whether of the regulars or volun. 
teers! 

** Answer. They didso. I never heard the Jeast 
murmur, neither among the officers and men, nor 
the first word of dispute; they were always ready 
to obey orders, both with the regulars and volun- 
teers, from all officers placed over thein.” 

The same disposition, on the part of the regiment, 
may be inferred from the letter of its commander, 
Colonel Smith, to Captain Shannon, dated at Fort 
King, February 25th. In this the writer says: 

** J find it is General Gaines’s intention to go down 
to Tampa bay by the scene of General Clinch’s fight, 
and then to quit Florida. I would wish you to say 
to General Scott, that if he thinks my regiment can 
be of use to his operations, I would rather remain 
with it in Florida than go back without having seen 
a fight; though, to tell the truth, I would rather 
have the fight before the grand army comes up. I 
would like, therefore, before we can be shipped back 
from Tampa bay, to be ordered on some active duty 
by General Scott.”” (Colonel Smith has been sum- 
moned as a witness, at my instance, but has not ar- 
rived.) 

Who, Mr. President, would infer, from the spirit 
of this excellent letter, that the patriotic Louisiana 
regiment was a body of vassals who only owed alle- 
giance, or service, to a particular chief? or, rather, 
who would not affirm that it continued in the field 
to the last moment, and, in the language of Captain 
Thistle, “ always ready to obey orders, with regu- 
lars and volunteers, from all officers placed over 
them?” (The deposition of Mr. Dyer, then quarter- 
master and commissary of the Louisiana regiment, 
strongly supports what is said under this and the 
next head.) 

The other pretext, as we learn from Captain Mc- 
Call’s letter, is: General Gaines had pledged him- 
self to accompany the Louisiana regiment, &c. 

It seems, from Captain Thistle’s testimony, that 
this corps was raised in part, and that arrangements 
were in progress to complete it (no doubt by his 
Excellency Governor White) as soon as the news 
of the massacre of Major Dade had reached New 
Orleans, and before it was known that General 
Gaines was in that part of the country. Colonel 
Smith’s letter equally excludes the idea of a pledge. 
He speaks of General Gaines’s intention of returning 


to Tampa, and thence embarking for New Orleans, 
jand the wish of himself and regiment to remain. 
The Captain’s letter continues: “ And, without 


The pledge, therefore, seems to have been a mere 
‘gratuitous flourish, made without any moving con- 
sideration, without acceptance, and without being 
known or remembered in the regiment. The troops, 
both regulars and volunteers, might well have pro- 
ceeded trom Pensacola to Tampa bay under Colonel 
Smith, who was fully qualified to direct and com- 
mand them. In this way, sir, I show that General 
Gaines came upon the theatre of operations as an in- 
truder, and in his own wrong. 

In my report of March 14th, [ said, for the infer- 
mation of Government, that “I have every reason 





to hope that the enemy remains nearly in the same 
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movement of Major General Gaines.”” An adroit! 


and faithful negro spy, the same who had “ been’ 


sent over the river’? by General Gaines, for a 
like purpose, was again despatched to ascertain the 
correctness of the impression so reported, but this 
spy never returned. 


fell under suspicion and was confined. The impres- 


sion, however, was universal in the right wing, 


(with which I marched,) up to its passage of the 
Withlacoochee, as is stated by Captain Thruston, the 
very intelligent chief of General Clinch’s: staff. 
This witness says: ‘“‘ I did not entertain a doubt my- 
self that the enemy was still concentrated about the 
Withlacooche, where J believed, and think it was 
the impression of others who had the best opportu- 
nities of information, that the women and children 
were then placed by the enemy for security ; that 
they would defend the passage of the river with all 
their force, as they had done when threatened by 
General Gaines,” [and it might have been added, 
when previously approached by General Clinch, De- 
cember the 3Jst.] ‘1 heard no other supposition 
than that there we should be resisted, and that tnere 
the principal battle would be fought. That impres- 
sion continued with me and others, and, I believe, 
generally throughout the wing, until our advance 
had landed on the opposite bank. I will mention, in 
support of this opinion, the fact that one of our men 
{a black wagoner] was cut off by a small party of 
Indians, said to be five, within eight miles of Fort 
Drane, on our first day’s march.” 

According to my report, dated the 12th of April, 
and the testimony of Captain Thruston, General 
Clinch’s column, with which I marched to Tampa, 
passed the Withlacoochee (that stopped General 
Gaines) with but little molestation ; that we entered 
and scoured The Cove, the enemy’s strongest hold, 
to its head, as believed at the moment, and without 
encountering a force of more than 130. Indeed, in 
the whole period of my operations, as may be seen 
by the written reports made to me by Clinch, Eustis, 
and Lindsay, and of mine to Washington, neither of 
those principal commanders, under me, at any time 
met with a larger body of the enemy at any one 
place—that which attacked Colonel Lindsay’s column 
on its last return to Tampa Bay excepted, and which 
was estimated at about three hundred. By the term 
principal commanders, just used, I of course do not 
mean to include the officers who respectively com- 
manded the two small posts established in the inte- 
rior, denominated Forts Alabama and Cooper. These, 
from the enemy’s perfect knowledge of his own 
most difficult country, and his consequent facilities 
of concentration, were reported to have been re- 
peatedly attacked, and by several hundred each 
time. 

It has been further shown, in evidence, that the 
many columns and detachments, under my orders, 
traversed an immense space in a short period, and 
visited many of the enemy’s favorite haunts and 
strongest holds, and I now read this passage from my 
report to Washington of the 30th of April: 

‘*T am more than ever persuaded that the whole 
force of the enemy, including the negroes, does not 
exceed 1,200 fighting men. It is probably some- 
thing less. Of that force lam equally confident that 
not 500 have, at any time since the commence- 
ment of hostilities, been brought within the same 
ten miles square. In all our operations within the 
last thirty days, [known to me,] we have not found 


a party of probably more than 130; but parties of. 
from ten to thirty have been encountered almost: 


every where. No Indian woman, child, or negro, 
nor the trace of one, has been seen in that time. 


Those, non-combattants, it has been evident to us: 
all, have been removed beyond the theatre of our 
They were, no doubt, even while the 
parley was going on with General Gaines, on the 7th 


Operations. 


position as before the isolated, and, therefore, false | of March, moving off to the southeast, beyond Pease 


We afterwards learned that he | 


creek and Lake Tohopkelika, and in that almost in- 
accessable region they are now concealed. That 
officer, it is said, caused Powell and his chiefs to be 
informed, by way of inducing them to accept the 
Withlacoochee as a temporary boundary, that large 
armies were approaching, which would fill up the 
Indian country, and crush every thing in the way. 
The wily chiefs profitted by the information; sent 
off their families, and dispersed their warriors into 
small parties. In this way, Powell expects to make 
good his threat, viz: that he would protract the war 
to three years.”” 

Except on the suppositions of this extract, how 
was I, Mr. President, to account for our not finding, 
three weeks after General Gaines, any concider 
hody of the enemy? He supposed himself to have 
been surrounded in his breastwork with his 1,000 or 
1,100 men, by 1,200 or 1,500 warriors. What had 
become of them? He certainly killed but few, and 
captured not one. Whence then the subsequent 
dispersion? My supposition is rendered more than 
probable by Captain Hitchcock’s letter to the hono- 
rable Mr. Lyon, M. C., dated Fort Drane, March 
11, 1836, since published, and now inevidence. In 
this letter, the captain says, “a staff officer” (him- 
self) was, at Fort Izard, sent out by General Gaines 
to hold a parley or negotiation with the hostile 
chiefs, ‘‘and in the plainest language to tell them 
the exact truth as to the force ordered into the 
country to subdue them; that additional force was. 
expected every day ; that the time was near when 
every Indian found witha rifle in his hand would 
be shot down. This was communicated with such 
explanations as was deemed necessary to give it 
force,”’ &c. 

And what, sir, were the objects of that parley, or 
“diplomatic” transaction? It seems, according to 
the published letters of Captains Hitchcock and Mc- 
Call, *‘ that the Indians did not wish to fight any 
more, but they wanted him [General Gaines] to re- 
|tire from the Withlacooche ;” and in the general 
narrative of Captain Thistle, commenced under @ 
question put by the Court, this witness said: ‘* Cap- 
tain Hitchcock, and other officers ( Adjutant Barrow) 
went out and held a conversation with them [the 
Indians ;] they inquired particularly as to our situa- 
tion—whether we had provisions, and whether we 
had brandy and tobacco. They said they could 
supply us with provisions in abundance; that we 
could fish on the river bank, if we chose; and that 
they would fight no more if they were permitted to 
keep the opposite side of the Withlacoochee, making 
that river the boundary.” 

Was this the language of a subdued people, hum- 
bly suing for peace? They had commenced the war 
without owning an acre of ground in Florida. They 
had ceded every foot. The time had arrived for 
their emigration to the West. Sooner than quit 
their natal soil they had appealed to arms; they had 
mazsacred a detachment of ahundred men; they had 
held their country notwithstanding the gallantry of 
Clinch and his handful of troops on the 31st of De- 
cember ; they had even held General Gaines himself, 
with his strong and excellent column, penned up 
under their fire from the 27th of February; they 
had, in short, glutted their revenge, conquered the 
country up to the left bank of the Withlacoochee, 
gained all they wanted, and felt themselves in 
strength to dictate the termsof peace. Hence the 
overture to make the Withlacoochee the future 
boundary—to treat on the basis of the uti posidetis— 
each party to hold what it possessed ; and according- 
ly we find Captain Hitchcock instructed to reply, on 
the part of General Gaines, “ that if they would en- 
gage to cease from all acts of hostility, retire south 
of the Withlacoochee, and promise to attend a coun- 
cil when called upon by the United States commis. 
sioners, they snould not, for the present, be mo- 
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lested.”” Just at this critical moment General Clinch 
arrived with the needed succor, and we hear of no 
further negotiation ! 

Well, sir, General Gaines now left the theatre of 
operations. Near Micanopy he met Colonel Bank- 
head’s column coming up, and, as the latter has 
testified, said: ** You may go on, colonel; there is 
nothing to be done now, it is all finished.” His 
order of the 9th of March, boasting, among ‘‘ the im- 
portant objects” he had ‘‘ accomplished,” that * the 
principal force of the enemy had been beaten, and 


forced to sue for peace,’”’ preceded or accompanied | 


him. His progress towards Tallahassee and Mobile 
was one continued triumph. 
what had all this self-felicitation, and those public 
gratulations, to do with my operations? This, Mr. 
President, is precisely what I am about to show. 

It will be remembered that two of the columns, 
those of Generals Clinch and Eustis, of the army un- 
der my command, respectively, from Fort Drane 
and Volusia, arrived at or near Tampa bay on the 
6th and 5th of April, and the third, or Colonel Lind- 
say’s column, returned from the interior about the 
same time. All, much harrassed and worn by long 
and fatiguing operations, looked to this great South- 
ern depot for the ‘supplies and refreshments so 
greatly needed to enable men and horses to return to 
the field. To give some idea of what we were here 
doomed to experience, I will recall parts of my of- 
ficial report, written at Tampa the 12th of April, for 
the information of Government, and which letter has 
been given in evidence by the Judge Advocate. | 

**My disappointments on the Gulf have been as 
great as those experienced on the St. John’s. The, 
latter were pretty fully reported at the time,” &c. 

** Please now refer to my joint letter to the quar- | 
termaster and the commissary at New Orleans, dated 
at Savannah, February 14th, and acknowledged on | 
the 26th of the same month. A copy was transimit- | 
ted to you for the information of the proper depart- | 
mentsat Washington. The letter, it will he seen, | 
is both specific and urgent. Yet, instead of my | 
finding here about 50,000 rations of hard bread, and 
about 90,000 rations of bacon, I found but 12,740) 
pounds of the former, and 21,600 pounds of the! 
latter! Notan additional ration of either has ar-! 
rived since I came.” Both the quartermaster and 
commissary, here alluded to, I have caused to be 
summoned as witnesses, and neither has appeared. 

** Colonel Lindsay (the report continues) had re- 
quired, for the use of his column, of the quarter- | 
master at New Orleans, a number of wagons and 
horses, and not one has been sent. Again: the sut- 
ler (the person next in importance to the quarter- 
master and the commissary with every army) left 
this place, more than a manth ago, for New Orleans, | 
to bring back with him a large supply of goods for 
the troops which were expected [here.] Those 
supplies are exceedingly wanted by every o'ficer and 
man. But ihe quartermaster writes, that he hesitates 
about sending the wagons and horses; and the sutler, 
that he declines sending his stores—-because each has | 
heard of Major General Gaines’s triumphal entry into | 
Tallahassee, in consequence of his having finished | 
the war! It is presumed that the commissary at} 
New Orleans stopped the shipment of hard bread and | 
bacon for the same reason.” This presumption is 
now fact, as shown by the testimony of Captain 
Thistle. Lieutenant Morris, who, at Tampa, had 
the letter from his brother, the sutler, testified, be- 
fore this Court, to all that I had alleged in respect to 
the non-arrival of sutler’s stores. See, on this point, 
the testimony of Colonel Lindsay and Bankhead, and 
for the sufferings of both officers and men, from the 
want of shoes, shirts, light garments, and groceries, 
see the testimony of Colonel Lindsay, Mr. De Pey- 
ster, and Captain Thistle. In respect to the want 
and non-arrival of wagons and horses at Tampa, see 
testimony of Colonel Lindsay ; the letter of Captain 








But it may be asked, | 
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Shannon, (chief quartermaster ;) the deposition of 
Mr. Newcomb, late of the army, and quartermaster at 
Tampa, with the letter of the quartermaster at New 
Orleans, to him, annexed. My reportof the 12th of 
April continues: 

** Captain Green, of the cutter Dallas, was at Tal- 
lahassee when Major General Gaines arrived at that 
place. He had been ten days soliciting permission 
to go and make a survey of the mouth of the With- 
lacoochee ; on renewing his applicatign to some one 
of the Territorial Government, he was told the war 
was over. We have now to make the survey for 
|the expedition that has been’ mentioned, [which 
sailed under Major Read, the 17th or 18th of April.] 
These are the new disappointments and vexations I 
‘have been duvomed to experience.” 

This statement, given in the report from memory, 
has been fully sustained by the testimony of Captain 
Green, before this Court, with this important addi- 
|tion: the captain would have ascended the river, 
having provided the necessary means. 

But, Mr. President, to a question put by the Court, 
|General Clinch replied: ‘I am of the opinion that 
_the movement of Major General Gaines’s command, 
through Florida, did not materially affect the opera- 
| tions of Major General Scott.” 
| Sir, no one entertains a more sincere respect and 
/regard for this most excellent commander and citi- 
zen than I do, and I am sure that the whole army 
regrets his retirement to civil life. His opinion is 
_always entitled to great weight, and hence, mainly, 
| the overwhelming facts which I have just imbodied, 
and which, otherwise, I might have left scattered 
over your voluminous documents and minutes, to 
be remebered or hunted up by the Court. 

It is, moreover, evident to me, Mr. President, 
from the reply to another question also propounded 
by the Court, that, on the point of interference with 
my operations, the sound mind of General Clinch 
was too much influenced, at the moment, by the 
narrative he had so recently given of the neglects 
shown him by the War Department, prior to the 
time when I had the misfortune to be ordered to 
Florida. If his repeated calls for troops and sup- 
plies, and his wise admonitions on the temper early 
manifested by the Seminoles, had received but half 
the attention due to his position—this still-raging war 
might never have burst upon the country. Under 
this ruling idea, the witness could see nothing but 
the imputed errors of the War Department. Whilst 
that was on the throne of his mind, all the subse- 





quent causes of failure in sending the Indians out of 


Florida sunk into eomparative insignificance. Be 
this as it may, I put, in concurrence with the iso- 


lated opinion of General Clinch, on the subject of 


General Gaines’s interference with my operations, 
the great body of facts already detailed, and the 
opinions of witnesses of no less intelligence and re- 
spectability © See the deposition of Colonel Gads- 
den, the chief of my staff, who marched with General 
Clinch to the succor of General Gaines, and who knew 
more of Florida, and the Seminoles than, perhaps, 
any three individuals with the army; and see the 
testimony of Colonel Bankhead, who marched with 
me from Picolata to Fort Drane, where he came 
under the command of, and continued with, General 
Clinch. The strong opinions expressed on this point 
by the two colonels, like the opposing one given by 
General Clinch, were all elicited without a question 
put by me. The point which has thus been rather 
more fully discussed than I had until lately intended, 
was, however, but the second cause of the failure of 
my operations to send out of Florida the great body 
of the Seminole Indians, and there were many other 
causes, besides the first in importance, some of 
which have already been partially, though but inci- 
dentally, developed. It is now my purpose to bring 
rapid y the whole, in the same connexion, under the 
review of the Court, 
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